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City looking at block grant
Paris looks at ways to help small businesses; says no garage sales in forseeable future
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The City of Paris is pursu-
ing options to help local busi-
nesses hurt by the COVID-19 
shutdown.

A public hearing was held 
Monday, April 27, prior to 
the regular council meet-
ing to explain why the city is 
seeking federal community 
block funding for Small Busi-
ness Stabilization Grants. The 
grant process requires a public 
hearing although COVID-19 
restrictions resulted in a novel 
approach.

The advertising for the pub-
lic hearing included a phone 
number interested parties 
could call in order to partici-
pate in the meeting without a 
need to be physically present. 
Mayor Craig Smith and com-
missioner Drew Griffin were 

in the council chamber along 
with city employees Bridget 
Anderson and Michael Mar-
tin. Commissioners Jerry 
Branson and Steve Kemper 
called in, as did city attorney 
Rich Kash and city treasurer 
Dennis Thiel.

No members of the public 
called in for either the public 
hearing or the regular council 
meeting that followed. The 
city is seeking $125,000 in a 
block grant to award $25,000 
each to five local businesses.

“All five businesses met the 
HUD (Housing and Urban 
Development) requirements,” 
said Smith. “We did get some 
other requests, but those com-
panies did not qualify.”

The money for the block 
grants is part of $20 million 
made available for Downstate 
communities to help support 

businesses and comes from a 
different pot of money than 
the Small Business Adminis-
tration loans that were quickly 
exhausted following the most 
recent CARES Act for corona-
virus relief funding.

Businesses the city is try-
ing to help are: Andrew’s of 
Westbrook, Lankster & Gore 
Plumbing, Kurly Q, Main 
Street Café and Tom’s Fitness 
and Paris Martial Arts.

During the hearing, it was 
emphasized the purpose of 
the grant funding is to provide 
working capital so the named 
businesses can keep people 
employed and be positioned 
to reopen when permitted. 

The goal may be to help 
small Downstate businesses 
but there are no guarantees 
with grant funding.

“We don’t even know a time 

frame when decisions will be 
made,” said Smith.

During the regular business 
meeting, Martin asked for di-
rection from the council. He 
said a resident called city hall 
asking to hold a garage sale. 

The commissioners quickly 
said no. 

“We cannot encourage 
anything against the orders of 
Illinois,” said Griffin, adding a 
garage sale cannot be conduct-
ed in a way to guarantee prop-
er social distancing or limit 
the number of people present. 
“Regardless of what some may 
think politically, I think the 
steps have slowed the spread 
and been beneficial.”

Smith was more forthright 
in his thinking.

“A garage sale does not qual-
ify under the ease of restriction 
allowing for retail businesses 

to do pick-up or curbside de-
livery of sales,” said Smith.

The continuing uncertainty 
regarding when large groups 
might safely gather presents 
difficulty for planning. The 
council did pass a resolution 
approving the American Le-
gion holding a May 25 Memo-
rial Day Service and temporar-
ily closing state Route 1 for the 
program. This was a just-in-
case it can happen action.

“I’m not sure this is going to 
take place,” said Smith. 

Another issue is what to do 
about the second Eiffel Tow-
er Triathlon scheduled for 
June. Griffin said organizers 
of the event are concerned 
about losing the deposit 
money paid to the company 
that supplies all of the equip-
ment needed. It is possible, 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN — Northern Ed-
gar County resident voting in the 
March 17 primary election gave 
overwhelming support to the 
idea of creating a special service 
taxing area to help finance ambu-
lance service for Brouilletts Creek, 
Edgar, Prairie, Ross, Shiloh and 
Young America townships and the 
communities of Chrisman, Hume 
and Metcalf.

The advisory question passed 
on the ballot by a more than two 
to one margin. A total of 647 votes 
were cast with 476 saying yes 
to the question and 171 saying 
no. The percentage vote showed 
73.5% of voters in the primary 
supported paying a tax to keep the 
ambulance running.

The Northern Edgar County 
Ambulance board met Tuesday, 
April 28, and passed a resolution 
asking the Edgar County Board to 
create such a special service area. 
Ambulance board members are 
appointed from the elected bodies 
serving each of the jurisdictions of 
Northern Edgar County. 

Physically present at the meet-
ing were Kevin Julian, Darin 
Craig, Vic Wheeler and Rodney 
Wolfe, with Mike Taylor partici-
pating by phone following public 
meeting guidelines authorized by 
Gov. JB Pritzker’s executive orders 
for coping with the COVID-19 
pandemic. All of those present for 
the meeting voted yes on the res-
olution.

County board action starts a 
clock ticking to bring the process 
to fulfillment. Passage of a county 
ordinance creating the special ser-
vice area requires a public hearing 
within 60 days to take comments 
and answer questions about the 
service area. When that hearing 
concludes another 60-day protest 
period begins giving opponents a 
chance to gather a petition from 
at least 51% of the electors in the 
area and 51% of recorded land-
owners seeking to stop the special 
service area’s creation. 

“That first meeting dictates 
when we have the second meet-
ing,” said Wolfe.

Ambulance coordinator Jere-
my Neal presented a brief report 
noting a continuing problem with 
the engine in ambulance 1, which 
has resulted in replacing the motor 
several times.

“It was running 4500 rpm at 60 
mph,” Neal said regarding the en-
gine.

He spoke to a mechanic who 
suspects the problem is the new 
motor and the automatic trans-
mission were not properly aligned 
at the time of installation. The is-
sue now is finding someone capa-
ble for doing the work.

“It is heavy duty, so it can’t go to 
a regular Ford dealer,” said Neal.

While the issue is aggravating, 
Neal assured board members 

Request for 
special service 
area goes to 
county board

See NECAS, Page 4A

See PARIS, Page 4A

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

There’s one thing upon which the 
five superintendents of schools in 
Edgar County can agree: They didn’t 
have a pandemic class on the way to 
earning their superintendent’s certifi-
cate or doctorate.

For Paris Union School District 
95 Superintendent of Schools Jer-
emy Larson, communication has 
been to the key get through the days 
since Gov. JB Pritzker closed schools 
on March 17 and ordered the state’s 
school district to move to remote 
learning.

“You have to let the parents know 
what’s going on as well as the teach-
ers and the community,” Larson said. 
“We’re moving forward with the idea 
we need to keep our students and 
community healthy and safe, make 
sure they have food and have what 
they need to learn at home.”

In a partnership with Crestwood 
Superintendent of Schools Danette 
Young, Paris 95 has provided free 
meals to any of its families who re-
quested them as well as others in the 
community who are food insecure. 
The meals are delivered each week 
with the help of essential school dis-
trict employees.

Once Pritzker announced Illinois 
schools would remain closed, Larson 
sent a letter to parents, teachers and 
community leaders announcing the 
end of year schedule on April 20.

For the past two weeks in The Prai-
rie Press, the school district has listed 
all of the honors for elementary and 
this week Mayo Middle School for 
the year. 

“We recognize the celebration of 
our students and their accomplish-
ments will not be the same in the 
current environment,” Larson said. 
“It is a difficult balance between cele-
brating our students and ensuring the 
safety of our community.”

Among the changes are:
Preschool graduation pictures 

will be placed in our paper and certifi-
cates will be mailed home.
The Mayo eighth grade class trip 

and dance were canceled and not re-

scheduled.
The eighth grade recognition 

ceremony will be hosted virtually at 7 
p.m. Friday, May 15 through the Paris 
Sports Network. All activities will be 
prerecorded. Students received their 
caps and gowns for photos as well as 
their diploma. They also received a 
yard sign.

The final day for students is May 18 
while teachers will be participating in 
remote learning planning days May 
19-22 and May 26. Teacher institute 
days are May 27-28. Reports cards 
will be mailed to all families May 28.

Crestwood is following the same 
end of year schedule, Young said. 
Crestwood will continue remote 
learning plans through Monday, May 
28.

“Students will continue engaging 
in education through online sources, 
choice boards, and/or education-
al packets,” she said. In addition, all 
staff members are available via email 
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. each day.

Food deliveries for Paris 95 and 
Crestwood will continue through 
May 28. All Crestwood field trips 
have been canceled. 

Paris 95 students have already 
picked up the contents of their lock-
ers and returned their textbooks. 
Crestwood homeroom teachers are 
organizing all student supplies from 
their lockers and will have a bag to 
pick up. At the time of pickup, any 
school issued textbooks, Thinkpads, 
etc., should be returned. The sched-
ule is being mailed to Crestwood par-
ents. All end of year awards, athletic 
awards and academic awards will be 
distributed in the student bags.

“We ask Crestwood students 
continue to complete their remote 
learning logs until May 18,” Young 
said. 

Eighth grade graduation will be 
hosted virtually through the Paris 
Sports Network at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 20.

Paris High School has the same 

STUDENTS FINISH SCHOOL YEAR STUDYING AT HOME

Special to The Prairie Press

Crestwood students, from left, Ethan Wilkens, Madge Keys, Clyde Keys and Michael Sumner work on assignments as 
part of the district’s remote learning and e-learning plan. Crestwood students keep a daily log of their work which is 
turned into their teacher every week.

Decisions for end of school

See SCHOOL, Page 4A

Special to The Prairie Press

Memorial School first grader Tess Barrett and her friend participate in a 
bedtime Zoom with her first-grade teacher, Ev Brown. Paris Superintendent 
of Schools Jeremy Larson said teachers are emphasizing emotional support 
to students in addition to learning activities.
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PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

81   58
Prec: 20%

71   48
Prec: 70%

72   50
Prec: 0%

69   47
Prec: 40%

63   43
Prec: 0%

65   42
Prec: 0%

64   41
Prec:30%

TODAY — Highs top out in the low 80s 
under mostly sunny skies. Clouds increase 
through the afternoon with showers and 
storms becoming possible in the evening.

SUNDAY — Mostly cloudy with rain in the 
morning before gradually clearing. Highs 
reach the low 70s.

MONDAY — Mostly sunny and seasonable 
with highs once again in the lower 70s.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .69°/48°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91° in 1901
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30° in 1966

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.00”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.30”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.39”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.04”

NORMAL:    High: 69   Low: 48    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK
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 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 5:50 a.m. 7:46 p.m. 2:09 p.m. 3:20 a.m.

SUNDAY 5:49 a.m. 7:47 p.m. 3:22 p.m. 3:54 a.m.

MONDAY 5:47 a.m. 7:48 p.m. 4:36 p.m. 4:36 a.m.

TUESDAY 5:46 a.m. 7:49 p.m. 5:51 p.m. 4:57 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 5:45 a.m. 7:50 p.m. 7:07 p.m. 5:40 a.m.

THURSDAY 5:44 a.m. 7:51 p.m. 8:23 p.m. 6:04 a.m.

FRIDAY 5:43 a.m. 7:52 p.m. 9:37 p.m. 6:44 a.m.

Financial Services for every step!

BANKING   |   INSURANCE   |   WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Learn more about us online at www.firstmid.com
or at any other First Mid location.

Financial Solutions 
for every step along the way.

PARIS
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Rib-eye, Potato, Toast, 
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Tea - Lemonade - Coffee

VFW Auxiliary 3601
601 W. Court, Paris, IL

VFW Auxiliary 3601

Canceled
Sat, May 9th

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SULLIVAN — The Little 
Theatre On The Square has 
announced due to COVID-19 
and government restrictions 
on social gatherings, it will 
postpone the 2020 Summer 
Season. 

"The health and safety of 
our patrons and company 
members are vitally import-
ant to us here at The Little 
Theatre On The Square and 
with that, myself and our 
Board of Trustees feel it is in 
the best interest of all con-
cerned to postpone our 2020 
Summer Season,” said John 
J. Stephens, executive pro-
ducer of the theatre. “While 

we sincerely regret having to 
make this decision, we know 
it is the right decision to make 
during these unprecedented 
times. Plans are underway to 
move all of the shows we had 
slated for summer 2020 to 
2021." 

The Little Theatre hopes to 
re-open in October with “The 
King and Marilyn,” which was 
scheduled to be the opener of 
the 2020 Season. This show 
will then be replaced in 2021 
with a return of “Million Dol-
lar Quartet.” 

Also scheduled for Fall 
2020 is “Junie B. Jones, Jr.” in 
November and a new Christ-
mas show in December to 
be announced in the coming 

weeks.
Those who purchased 2020 

season or single tickets can 
donate the cost of those tick-
ets to The Little Theatre, or 
the tickets can be transferred 
to the 2021 Season. For those 
willing to donate the cost of 
their tickets, The Little The-
atre will give a ticket to see 
“The King and Marilyn” in 
October. Season ticket hold-
ers and all patrons with tickets 
will be contacted in the next 
couple of weeks regarding 
purchased tickets. 

Not only will the theatre 
be missing its 2020 Summer 
Season, but also its two big-
gest fundraisers of the year. 
To help offset this loss, an on-

line donation can be made by 
visiting The Little Theatre On 
The Square's website at thelit-
tletheatre.org. 

The Little Theatre offices 
will remain open until Friday, 
May 8, to assist patrons with 
questions regarding their tick-
ets. Offices will then close 
until Sept. 1. Any questions 
between May 8-Sept. 1 may 
be directed to theshow@the-
littletheatre.org.

The Little Theatre On The 
Square is a professional not-
for-profit theatre. Located on 
the historic square in Sullivan. 
The Little Theatre has been 
producing quality profession-
al theatre for all ages since 
1957. 

No Little Theatre On The Square this summer

MENTAL HEALTH 
SERVICES REMAIN 
AVAILABLE

In this time of high anxieties 
and serious life-stressors we may 
find ourselves in need of mental 
health or substance use disorder 
services. There are some resources 
actively available to our communi-
ty members. Here is a list of such 
resources:
Human Resources Center 

remains open at the Paris and 
Marshall locations for mental 
health and substance use disorder 
treatment. In-person appoint-
ments are limited, but phone and 
video sessions are encouraged for 

the safety of the community and 
our staff. HRC is here to help in this 
difficult time.
118 EAST COURT STREET, PARIS

217-465-4118
M: 8:00am – 5:00pm
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm
W: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm
F: 8:00am – 1:00pm

406 N 2ND STREET, MARSHALL
217-826-6212
M: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
W: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
Regional Behavioral Health 

Crisis Line: 1-866-567-2400
24/7 access for people feeling 

suicidal or homicidal.
Illinois Warm Line:  1-866-359-

7593 Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free phone support for 
anyone living in Illinois. From the 
main menu, select option #2, then 
#5. Interpreters available for hun-
dreds of languages. Staff are also 

adept at conversing through Video 
Relay TTY: 1 (866) 880-4459 
National Suicide Prevention 

Lifeline:  1-800-273-8255
Crisis Text Line:  Text HOME 

to 741741.

CANCELED EVENTS
Concern about the spread of 

the COVID-19 virus has caused the 
cancellation of numerous events.

Governor JB Pritzker has 
extended the stay at home order 
through May.

Effective immediately all 
face-to-face events organized by 
Illinois Extension through May 31 
are canceled, suspended or transi-
tioned to online delivery. This 
includes all 4-H Club meetings. 
People should look for cancella-
tions or postponements on the 
website go.illinois.edu/cce. Plans 
may change based on directions 
provided by the local health 
department and questions may be 
submitted via email at uie-cce@

illinois.edu. Extension staff are 
exploring ways to provide judging, 
exhibit and showcase opportuni-
ties for 4-H projects.

The University of Illinois 
Extension offices in Edgar, Clark 
and Crawford counties have 
suspended regular hours until 
further notice. Extension staff will 
continue to work remotely and 
will not interact with the public in 
the office. 

The Edgar County Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
office is halting in-person service 
until further notice because 
of concerns about COVID-19. 
Staff is still available to answer 
questions and provide service via 
email at ecswcd@gmail.com. For 
assistance with fish orders, email 
Tara Hopkins at Tara.Hopkins@
il.nacdnet.net.  

All Dine with a Doc programs at 
area senior centers are canceled 
through May 31. This includes 
the May 8 session at the Marshall 
Senior Center, and the May 13 
program at the Chester P. Sutton 
Senior Center, Paris.

The Paris American Legion 
Post is canceling the Queen of 
Heart drawings until further 
notice. 

The Marshall Public Library is 
closed until further notice. Library 
staff will continue to provide 
e-resources and place current 
coronavirus information on the 
library’s website and Facebook 
page. Call the library at 217-826-
2535 for more information.

The Chrisman Public Library is 
closed until further notice.

The Chrisman City office is 
closed to the public although city 
employees are in the building 
to keep the city operating and 
answering phones. Water bill pay-
ments should either be mailed or 
dropped through the mail slot at 
City Hall. All payments should be 
for the exact amount as the clerks 
have been instructed not to open 
the door to make change.
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www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

“Where service makes the difference” 
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May 6 at 7:00 p.m.

Yes! You Can: Preserving
Practice - Jams & Jellies

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture  

Local Extension Councils Cooperating | University of Illinois Extension

provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. 

Register by May 5 at

go.illinois.edu/jams

Free online webinar

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Arrests have been made in 
the disappearance and subse-
quent death of a Paris wom-

an.
Kimberly 

M a t t i n g l y, 
29, Par-
is, was last 
seen April 
5 in Toledo, 
Cumberland 
County, in 

the company of Christopher 
E. Glass.

The Illinois State Police 
announced Thursday morn-
ing, April 30, that Mattingly’s 
body was found Wednesday 
in Effingham County. 

As the result of an inves-
tigation by the ISP Division 
of Criminal Investigation, 
a warrant for the arrest of 

Glass, 36, of Mason, was ob-
tained through the Effingham 
County State’s Attorney’s Of-
fice for two counts of first-de-
gree murder, concealment 
of homicidal death and a pa-
role violation warrant from 
the Illinois Department of 
Corrections (IDOC). Glass 
was taken into custody by 
the Indiana State Police and 
Terre Haute Police Depart-
ment and remained in custo-
dy of the Indiana authorities 
Thursday, pending extradi-
tion to Illinois. 

Additionally, Aaron M. 
Kaiser, 37, Beecher City, was 
arrested and charged with 
concealment of homicidal 
death. Kaiser is being held 
in the Effingham County Jail 
pending a bond hearing.  

Glass’ bond has been set 
at $5 million dollars, 10% 

applies. He was on parole 
from DOC for two metham-
phetamine convictions out of 
Shelby and Clay counties at 
the time of Mattingly’s death.

If convicted, the first-de-
gree murder sentencing range 
is between 20-60 years, up to 
life in the IDOC. If convicted 
of concealment of a homi-
cidal death, the sentencing 
range is up to 2-5 years in the 
IDOC.

Charging documents filed 
in Effingham Circuit Court 
allege Glass killed Mattingly 
on or about April 6 by shoot-
ing her multiple times. The 
charges also allege Glass, with 
the assistance of Kaiser, at-
tempted to conceal the crime 
by burying Mattingly at a ru-
ral address near Beecher City.

Multiple law enforcement 
agencies participated during 

the course of this investiga-
tion including, the Shelby 
County Sheriff ’s Office, Ed-
gar County Sheriff ’s Office, 
Effingham County Sheriff ’s 
Office, Paris Police Depart-
ment, Edgar County State’s 
Attorney’s Office, Indiana 
State Police and Terre Haute 
Police Department. 

Anyone with information 
regarding this investigation or 
other crimes is encouraged to 
contact the ISP DCI at (217) 
278-5004 (tip line) or by 
email at ISP.DCI.Zone05@
Illinois.gov.

This matter is an ongo-
ing investigation by the Eff-
ingham County Coroner’s 
Officer, Effingham County 
State’s Attorney’s Office and 
the Illinois State Police. No 
additional information is ex-
pected to be released.

Missing woman’s body found, 
murder arrest made in Indiana

MATTINGLY

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

EnerStar Electric Cooper-
ative recently had a change 
in leadership as current presi-
dent and CEO Mike Clark re-
tired from his post in April. In 
conjunction with Clark’s re-
tirement, the EnerStar board 
of directors appointed former 
EnerStar employee Brent 
Reyher as the company’s next 
president and CEO.

Clark’s affiliation with En-
erStar began in July 1976 as 
a groundman/truck driver. 
He became a journeyman 
lineman in July 1981 and was 
promoted to manager of op-
erations in 2005. In Decem-
ber 2015, he rose to the top 
leadership spot at the coop-
erative as president and CEO.

“I feel very fortunate to 
have spent my entire career 
doing something that I have 
enjoyed, from start to finish,” 
said Clark. “There are dear 
lifelong friends that I have 
met through training, storms 
and networking all across 
Illinois and Indiana that I 
will miss tremendously. I’ve 
worked with some incredible 
people throughout my years 
at EnerStar, including the 
present staff, board and line 
crew.”

Dan Gard, chairman of the 

EnerStar Electric board of 
directors, said the board ap-
preciates Clark’s service and 
his many accomplishments as 
CEO. 

Gard added that he is confi-
dent that Reyher will do a fine 
job as the next EnerStar CEO. 

“Brent’s experience with 
cooperatives, power supply 
and transmission make him 

an excellent choice for our co-
op,” said Gard. “We are confi-
dent we will see the tradition 
of exceptional leadership 
from Mike carried forward by 
Brent.”

A native of Brazil, Ind., 
Reyher holds a bachelor’s de-
gree in electrical engineering 
from Rose Hulman Institute 
of Technology. Upon gradua-

Top management change at EnerStar
tion, he was employed at Indi-
ana Municipal Power Agency 
as a power supply coordina-
tor prior to joining EnerStar 
Electric Cooperative in 1997 
as the Vice President of En-
ergy Resources. While he was 
employed at EnerStar, his re-
sponsibilities included power 
supply, distribution system 
analysis, development of con-
struction work plans and cost 
of service studies. 

He most recently was em-
ployed at Wabash Valley Pow-
er Alliance in Indianapolis as a 
Manager of Delivery Services. 
Wabash is a generation and 
transmission cooperative that 
supplies EnerStar’s wholesale 
power.  

During his Wabash ten-
ure, Reyer continued to work 
closely with EnerStar staff on 
multiple transmission proj-
ects including remotely con-
trolled line switches as well 
as the 69kV circuit serving 
EnerStar’s Martinsville sub-
station.

Special to The Prairie Press

Brent Reyher is the new president and CEO of EnerStar Electric 
Cooperative. Reyher replaces Mike Clark, who retired from the 
position after a 44-year career with cooperative.

ECCF RECEIVES ANONYMOUS DONATION

Special to The Prairie Press

An anonymous donation to the Edgar County Community Foundation provided more than 900 
pounds of ground beef to the Compassionate Food Pantry. Foundation board members see the 
gift as an example of the unselfish passion of the citizens in Edgar County. The Foundation re-
mains committed to helping others. Visit edgarcountyfoundation.org and learn how to become a 
positive influence for the citizens of Edgar County. Pictured left to right are: Warren Sperry, ECCF 
Development Manager; Harry Frost, director of the Food Pantry and director-emeritus of ECCF; 
and Doug Hasler, ECCF board president.



4A |  SATURDAY, MAY 2, 2020   |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netNEWS, FROM PAGE 1A

Call today about a 
3 month subscription!
217-921-3216

$19.99*

for 3 months

*For new subscribers ONLY

Count on the The Prairie Press to Count on the The Prairie Press to 
provide you the latest information provide you the latest information 
on COVID-19, our schools and East on COVID-19, our schools and East 
Central IllinoisCentral Illinois

101 N. Central  Paris, IL • 217-921-3216
Paris Beacon-news

Don’tget left
dark

in the

or take advantage of our 6 months & 1 year subscriptions
6-Month Subscription

EDGAR CO. ONLY   $32.50 
(includes newspaper + Web subscription)

OUT OF EDGAR CO.   $42.50 
(includes newspaper + Web subscription)

EDGAR CO. ONLY          $49.99 
(includes newspaper + Web subscription)

OUT OF EDGAR CO.      $64.99 
(includes newspaper + Web subscription)

 

1-year Subscription

DIGITAL ONLY           $34.99  (1-year Subscription)

COUNTY BOARD: Employees get paid leave in crisis. 8A

LOCALLY OWNED, LOYAL TO OUR COMMUNITY

SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 2020

75¢

In the  
know

TODAY’S WEATHER 

LET’S BE FRIENDS!

INDEX

CONTACT US

Calendar 

2A

Classified 
9B

Grace 

5B 

History 

3B

Obituaries  
5A

Opinion 

6A

Sports 
9-10A

H 74 L 50
Warm and stormy today. 2A

To share a news tip, request  

an extra copy or to advertise,  

call 217-921-3216 or email  

nzeman@prairiepress.net.

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Monday-Friday

Namibia — a land 

unlike any other

Bird sightings 

ring in spring

Tips to protect 

mental health

Churches adapt 

to distancing

Beatrix Potter 

comes to life

SPRING BALL 

SEASONS

SLIP AWAY

Latest news, 

online extras

Gary Henry and his family, 

ride, kayak and eat their 

way around a dazzling 

landscape of extremes.

The Purple Martin’s return 

migration north is a 

harbinger of spring; early 

birds sighted in Tamaroa. 

NEWS, 8B

COVID-19 has led to 

massive disruptions of 

work and family life — here 

are ways to take control of 

stress. 

NEWS, 3A

Edgar County churches 

reach their congregations 

online after shelter-in-

place order takes effect.  

GRACE, 5B

Actress Debra Ann Miller 

performs at the Paris 

Library in the role of 

beloved British author.   

HISTORY, 3B

The spring high school 

softball and baseball 

seasons are slipping away, 

thanks to the COVID-19 

virus.   SPORTS, 9A

Join the conversation 

and have fun with us on 

Facebook! Search for The 

Prairie Press and “like” us.

BY GARY HENRY

ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Edgar County Emer-

gency Operations Center 

(EOC) was activated at 9:52 

a.m. Friday, March 27.

Jill Taylor, coordinator for 

the Edgar County Emergency 

Services and Disaster Agency 

(ESDA), said the activation 

was requested by Horizon 

Health because the hospital is 

running low on Personal Pro-

tective Equipment (PPE), and 

the activation does two things 

that may help the situation.

Activation created a public 

call to any businesses and in-

dustries around Edgar Coun-

ty that use PPE as part of the 

manufacturing process to 

donate what they can spare to 

help the medical community. 

Taylor stressed this action is 

not being taken because of an 

active case of COVID-19 in 

the county, but because PPE 

supplies are running critically 

low in Edgar County.

“As of today, we have no 

confirmed cases,” Taylor said 

Friday morning. “There have 

been 11 tests submitted from 

Edgar County — nine were 

negative and two are pending 

results.”
The second thing activating 

the EOC does is better posi-

tion the county for receiving 

supplies as distributed by state 

agencies. 
Taylor said with 

COVID-19 affecting the en-

tire country, PPE is getting 

hard to find, and the state will 

not have any to distribute un-

til Monday. Priority is given 

to counties with confirmed 

cases in hopes of stopping 

the spread. Moving the EOC 

to Level 2 status means lo-

cal emergency personnel are 

supporting the response to a 

potentially evolving incident 

and may help in the effort to 

obtain PPE.
“Since we don’t have an ac-

tive case, we are so far down 

on the totem pole it is hard to 

get supplies,” said Taylor. “It is 

going to counties that are al-

ready infected.”

Here is what is needed, and 

all PPE must be new in the 

original packaging to guaran-

tee sterility:
N95 masks

Surgical masks

Tyvek suits

Gloves
Goggles
All items will be distribut-

ed to nursing homes in Edgar 

County and Horizon Health 

as needed.
Collection started Friday 

morning and went until 4 

p.m. with donations dropped 

off at the Paris Fire Training 

Center, 11200 Cherry Point 

Road. Donations will still 

be accepted 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Monday through Friday next 

week. Drop off times must be 

scheduled by contacting ei-

ther Taylor at the ESDA office 

217-466-3180 or contacting 

Paris Fire Chief Brian Gates at 

217-466-5670.

Later on Friday, the Il-

linois Nurses Association 

announced 12 registered 

nurses from the University 

of Illinois Hospital in Chi-

cago have tested positive for 

COVID-19. The INA press 

release stated the nurses 

worked in a COVID care 

unit and often did not have 

access to PPE. 

ESDA activated in county

Hospital running low on Personal Protective Equipment; still no confirmed COVID-19

CRAFTY SOLUTION TO MASK SHORTAGE

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Kathy Jo Drake of Paris explains how she constructed a mask for the sewing project now underway in Edgar County 

to support healthcare workers, the elderly and nursing home residents. Drake ran out of ¼ inch elastic and began 

using cross grain ribbon that must be tied by those wearing the mask over the N95 surgical mask. It takes 60 inches 

— five feet — of ¼ inch ribbon to complete a mask.

BY NANCY ZEMAN

nzeman@prairiepress.net

Local seamstresses are providing 

Edgar County with much-need-

ed masks to help extend the life 

of medical N95 surgical/medical 

masks during the COVID-19 pan-

demic — and the help couldn’t 

come at a better time.

Horizon Health began accepting 

the hand-sewn masks Friday, March 

27. About a dozen local residents 

are producing the 100 percent cot-

ton masks. 
The group was created after re-

tired Edgar County farmer Kim 

Brown and seamstresses Brenda 

Wright and Kathy J. Drake put their 

heads together about the possibility 

of making the masks.

The project hasn’t been with-

out its challenges, Wright noted. 

The first pattern which was widely 

shared on the Internet and social 

media sites really didn’t work well.

Drake agreed and each came up 

with a pattern that worked for them 

and those who joined to help.

Brown said all of the women 

involved in the project — especially 

Wright and Drake — have been 

Seamstresses make masks

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Brenda Wright demonstrates how the hand-sewn masks being created by 

local seamstresses fit over the N95 surgical mask used by healthcare per-

sonnel at Horizon Health. More than 289 masks have been constructed and 

donated to nursing homes, assisted living centers and now the local hospital 

and clinic by about a dozen Edgar County seamstresses.

See MASKS, Page 8A

BY NANCY ZEMAN

nzeman@prairiepress.net

Paris Union School District 95 

and Crestwood Unit 4 students 

may not be in school because of the 

COVID-19 virus, but both districts 

are working hard to make sure their 

students are safe, have food and are 

learning.
Not only are children being fed, 

on Friday morning, Paris 95 dis-

tributed 150 Chromebooks on 

a first-come, first-served basis to 

families who don’t have a laptop or 

desktop computer at home.

“Some of our students are trying 

to do homework on smartphones,” 

district superintendent Jeremy Lar-

son said.
The Chromebooks were handed 

out one per car at Memorial School 

— and were gone in a matter of 

minutes, Larson said. Cars began 

lining up at 7:30 a.m. Friday ahead 

of the scheduled 9 a.m. start time 

for distribution. 

The handouts began early be-

cause of the long line of cars.

In addition to the distribution of 

Chromebooks, Paris 95 is installing 

10 hot spots providing free wireless 

service throughout the communi-

ty. The hot spots are only in the city 

of Paris.
The hot spots, which are expect-

ed to be launched Monday, March 

30, will help support individual ac-

cess to the Internet. Once school is 

back in session, the hot spots will 

be discontinued, Larson noted.

“It’s a temporary solution but 

we feel strongly that it needs to be 

done,” Larson said. 

Work on the hot spots is under 

the direction of Paris 95 network 

supervisor Nathan Bell.

Larson said it is increasingly un-

likely schools will reopen on April 

18 — especially because the Chi-

cago Public Schools are out until 

April 30.
School superintendents 

throughout Illinois have been dis-

cussing the possibility of a return 

to the classrooms and what may be 

ahead.
“If the schools reopen and then 

Schools 
distributing 

laptops and 

free meals

See PARIS 95, Page 8A

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

COVID-19 updates seem 

to come hourly and as this 

global pandemic continues 

to evolve, Horizon Health 

is continuously evaluating 

its operations to follow the 

guidelines of professional 

societies and industry stan-

dards. 
That requires finding a 

working balance between 

keeping our communities 

safe and honoring the gov-

ernment orders of social 

distancing and shelter-in-

place, while still providing 

all the necessary care for our 

patients.

Horizon Health im-

plemented the following 

changes Friday, March 27. 

A portion of the Ack-

lin-Shackelford Clinic at 

Paris is being dedicated to 

a Respiratory Care Center. 

This clinic is appropriate 

for patients who have acute 

respiratory symptoms that 

could be consistent with 

COVID-19, influenza or 

related diseases. Such symp-

toms include fever, cough, 

tiredness and difficulty 

breathing. The clinic hours 

are 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon-

day through Friday and a 

phone call prior to arrival is 

required to gain access and 

to be given specific instruc-

tions before entering the 

building. The number to call 

is 217-466-4833.

A COVID-19 symptom 

checker can be found at My-

HorizonHealth.org/coro-

navirus. It is a great place to 

start, should a person think 

they may be experiencing 

symptoms. 
More emphasis is be-

ing placed on telemedi-

cine. Many of the Horizon 

Health providers are offer-

ing telemedicine visits. Call 

217-465-8411 to arrange a 

telemedicine consultation. 

Visits can be conducted 

through a smartphone or 

computer/tablet with Inter-

net access. Like traditional 

office calls, these visits are 

scheduled in advance and 

billed through insurance. 

In an effort to keep ev-

eryone in good health, the 

Paris, Chrisman and Oak-

land clinics are dedicating 

hours of operation for well  

visits and separate hours of 

operation for sick visits. All 

patients will continue to be 

screened for symptoms of 

COVID-19, and a conver-

sation with staff will deter-

mine which visit is right for 

a patient’s needs. 

Staff will conduct well vis-

its between 8:30 and 11:30 

a.m. with sick visits between 

1:30 and 5 p.m. 

The Patient Portal is al-

ways a good option to han-

dle some issues without 

a need to visit the clinic. 

Through the portal, patients 

can ask providers a question, 

request a prescription refill, 

reschedule an appointment 

and more. Visit MyHorizon-

Health.org/PatientPortal to 

learn more. 
Visitor restrictions and 

limited access rules remain 

in place. No visitors are 

permitted on the inpatient 

unit. Exceptions will be 

made for end-of-life visits. 

Horizon Health announces operational changes

See HOSPITAL, Page 8A
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Now through April 30th, apply 
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and enjoy NO closing costs!

OUR VISION:

*Subject to credit approval. Additional requirements may apply. 
Closing costs are various expenses or outside fees incurred when a 
borrower closes a new loan. These expenses/ fees may include the 
cost of a mortgage title policy or search, charges for preparation 

and recording of mortgage or security documents, appraisal fees, 
application fees,  credit report charges and other similar real 

estate related expenses.
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APPLY ONLINE
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It is with deep regret that we are postponing 

Dancing with the Stars this year.  After five years, 
this has become the social event of the season but 

due to the impact of Covid 19, we do not want to 
endanger any of our most valued participants.

We plan to resume this event next year when we 
can once again celebrate books for children. Things 
have changed but enrolled children living in Edgar 
County are still receiving books in the mail. It is a 
true joy for a child confined to home to get these 

books with their name on it. 

Continuing the Dolly Parton Library costs at least 
$25.00+ per year per child. Without Dancing with 

the Stars this year, Altrusa International, Inc. of 
Paris urges everyone who has been a past 

supporter to continue the tradition. 
  Contributions can be made via a check to HRC/    
  DPIL and sent to P.O.Box 1118, Paris, IL. Please      
  put DPIL/DWTS in the memo.

Thank you!Thank you!

Dear Friends of the Dear Friends of the 

Dolly Parton Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library,

If you have a child under 
the age of five who is not 
currently enrolled and is 

living in Edgar County, please 
enroll them on line 

by going to 
imaginationlibrary.com.

 It takes about eight weeks to 
receive your first book.

We love our

volunteers!

Happy National 
Volunteer Week 

April 19-25

        Handpicked fresh from the grove!

Call now to receive

FREE Shipping!
Limited time o� er, good while supplies last. 

Not valid with any other o� er or previous purchases.
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Beach, FL 32966
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Special Offer FREE Shipping! 
Spring Basket Box 

ONLY
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+ FREE
Shipping

Mention Promo 
Code SPG20

Call 1-217-921-5669 to order item 836
or Visit HaleGroves.com/MB00043

Order Item #836, mention Promo Code SPG20 for FREE Shipping. 
Only $29.99*, plus FREE Shipping. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. 

Order by April 30th, 2020  for GUARANTEED Mother’s Day  delivery.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Horizon Health is now op-
erating under the new Center 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) priorities for 
testing patients with suspected 
COVID-19 virus, Erin Frank, 
communications director at 
Horizon Health confirmed this 
week.

“We have expanded our test-
ing guidelines to the CDC’s 
Level 3 Priority, which means 
anyone exhibiting symptoms 
can be tested with a provider 
order,” Frank confirmed.

Frank emphasized, however, 
“that testing is not the end-all, 
be-all for determining illness or 
the potential for spreading the 
disease.”

In some instances, 
COVID-19 testing can provide 
a false negative. This means a 
person can have the disease 
and infect someone despite a 
negative test. 

According to the newest 
CDC test levels information 
provided by Horizon Health, 
the COVID-19 symptoms for 
the virus have not changed 
— fever, cough, shortness of 
breath.

The testing priorities are di-
vided into three areas, accord-
ing to the CDC information. 

Priority 1 ensures the opti-
mal care for all hospitalized pa-
tients, lessens the risk to health-
care-associated infections and 
maintains the integrity of the 
U.S. healthcare systems. Pri-
ority 1 testing individuals are 
those who are hospitalized or 
healthcare facility workers with 
symptoms.

Priority 2 are those at the 
highest risk of complication of 
infection and are rapidly iden-
tified and appropriately tri-
aged. These individuals include 
patients in long-term care facil-
ities with symptoms as well as 
those who are 65 years or older 
with symptoms. Patients with 
underlying conditions with 
symptoms and first responders 

with symptoms are also includ-
ed in the Priority 2 testing as 
provided by the CDC.

Priority 3 testing follows 
as resources allow for testing 
individuals in the surround-
ing communities of rapidly 
increasing hospital cases to 
decrease community spread 
and ensure the health of essen-
tial workers. These individuals 
include critical infrastructure 
workers with symptoms as 
well as individuals who do not 
meet the Priority 1 or Priority 
2 testing guidelines but exhib-
it symptoms. This category 
also includes health facility 
workers and first responders 
as well as individuals with mild 
symptoms in communities 
experiencing high numbers of 
COVID-19 hospitalizations.

Non-priority are individuals 
without symptoms, according 
to the CDC.

As has been the case from 
the beginning of the pandemic, 
those who test positive for the 
virus — unless they require 
hospitalization for help with 
breathing — are sent home 

to self-quarantine, Frank said. 
There is no treatment for the 
virus.

Experts have also empha-
sized there is only a 70% sensi-
tivity to the test. Frank said that 
means if 1,000 people are test-
ed, 300 are expected to present 
a false negative. The other issue 
is the viral load in a patient 
might not be high enough to 
present a positive test, especial-
ly if the patient is tested as the 
symptoms are just beginning.

As of Friday, April 24, there 
were no positive cases in Ed-
gar County — one of only six 
counties in Illinois — experts 
have indicated it is irrational to 
think the virus is not or has not 
been here.

Horizon Health has strict-
ly followed the CDC testing 
protocols from the beginning, 
Frank said. One of the prob-
lems is the limited number of 
the swabs the hospital had in 
stock for testing. The supply 
has improved, she said, and to 
date, the total number of Edgar 
County residents tested is 69 
with 68 negative results. One 

result is pending.
The outpatient surgical area 

at Horizon Health has been 
transformed into a COVID-19 
isolation area, Frank said. The 
area is not in use, she empha-
sized, but available if a positive 
case is identified.

“We understand testing re-
lated to COVID-19 continues 
to be frustrating,” she said. “It’s 
frustrating for us, too.”

On Monday, April 20, Hori-
zon Health began curbside 
testing and visits both for clinic 
and lab services. The curbside 
testing is in addition to the tele-
medicine appointments which 
have steadily been adopted by 
our providers over the past few 
weeks, Frank said. (See story, 
this page.)

Frank said the CDC contin-
ues to urge the public to wear 
a cloth face covering or mask 
in public settings where social 
distancing can be difficult to 
maintain. Masks should be 
worn when:
Shopping at essential busi-

nesses, like grocery stores or 
pharmacies
Picking up food from 

the drive-through or curbside 
pickup
While visiting a health 

care provider
Traveling on public trans-

portation
Interacting with custom-

ers, clients, or coworkers at es-
sential businesses
When feeling sick, cough-

ing, or sneezing
The mask must fit snugly but 

comfortably against the side of 
the face, be secured with ties or 
ear loops, include multiple lay-
ers of fabric and be able to be 
laundered and machine dried 
without damage or change to 
shape.

Gov. J.B. Pritzker announced 
Thursday, April 22, masks 
must be worn in public settings 
by everyone ages two and older 
beginning May 1, where social 
distancing is not possible or 
difficult. 

Horizon Health has new testing priorities

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Horizon Health started of-
fering curbside services April 
20.

The outpatient lab, as well 
as the Paris Clinic are still 
open for usual in-person vis-
its. Curbside options and 
telemedicine are meant to 
supplement the traditional 
processes, rather than replace 
them. 

Clinic visits, regardless of 
type, continue to be avail-
able by calling 217-465-8411. 
When scheduling, the provid-
er’s office will work with call-
ers to determine which type 
of visit is appropriate. The 
options are:
Traditional, in-person 

visits to the clinic — All pa-
tients must enter through the 
screening tent on the ER side 
of the building. Well visits are 
available from 8 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. each day. Sick visits are 
scheduled from 2:30 to 5 p.m. 
The Respiratory Care Clin-
ic remains open for patients 

exhibiting symptoms of flu, 
COVID-19 or other respira-
tory illness.
Telemedicine — Patients 

opting to participate in tele-
medicine can see their pro-
viders from the comfort of 
their own homes. Like in-per-
son visits, such appointments 
are scheduled in advance. The 
app used for the visit must be 
downloaded prior to the ap-
pointment. At the designated 
appointment time, the pa-
tient will click a link from an 
email and the visit will begin. 
Patients need a smartphone, 
tablet or computer with vid-
eo capabilities and Internet 
access.
Clinic curbside visits — 

Patients scheduled for a curb-
side appointment will enter 
the Paris campus on the clinic 
side and use one of the three 
designated parking spots in 
the handicap section of the 
clinic lot. Signs will direct 
the patient to call the clinic 
to make staff aware of arrival 
and location. Registration is 

completed over the phone, 
and the provider’s team is 
notified a patient is ready to 
be seen. Providers wearing 
appropriate personal protec-
tive equipment will meet pa-
tients at their vehicles. If the 
provider orders lab work, the 
patient will be directed to the 
curbside lab area. In cases of 
inclement weather, appoint-
ments may be rescheduled.
Traditional, in-person 

visits to the clinic — The out-
patient lab remains open as 
usual. Patients coming in for 
lab work must enter through 
the screening tent on the 
ER side of the building. Lab 
hours are Monday through 
Friday, 6:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
and Saturday, 7 a.m. to noon.
Lab curbside visits by ap-

pointment — Patients choos-
ing to utilize the lab’s curb-
side services should make 
an appointment by calling 
217-466-4574. This service 
is available Monday through 
Friday, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
for patients age 10 and older. 

Curbside service available at hospital REUSE
the news

PARIS
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he said, to reschedule for two 
dates in July, including July 4 
or some dates in late summer 
and early fall including the an-
ticipated Honeybee Weekend.

“That was a great thing for 
our community, but I don’t 
know this is our call,” said Grif-
fin.

He explained the group 
sponsoring the triathlon want-
ed some guidance from the city 
since park facilities are used for 
the event. Nobody wanted to 
use the word cancel, but they 
also did not want to provide an 
unqualified endorsement.

“I don’t see how they can 
hold this event when places 
bigger than us are canceling, 
and we don’t know what the 
future holds,” said Griffin. “We 
won’t condone an event that’s 
against the recommended 
guidelines.”

Park usage was an issue 
raised by Branson. He said the 

public is confused if the parks 
are open. 

The short answer is yes for 
individual or immediate family 
activity like walking and cy-
cling but not group gatherings. 
The playgrounds are closed.

“State policy is changing ev-
ery day,” said Smith. 

In a recent statement, Pritz-
ker said state parks will open 
in phases starting in May. Ap-
proved activities in state parks 
include hiking, bank and boat 
fishing, cycling and wildlife ob-
servation. Big group activities 
remain prohibited and state 
park visitors must maintain 
at least a six-foot distance be-
tween others.

“We are going to follow the 
governor’s directives,” said 
Smith.

A new city budget was ap-
proved for fiscal year May 1, 
2020, to April 30, 2021. The 
new budget anticipates rev-
enue of $12,922,705 and ex-
penses of $15,644,264.

“We will not be spending 

approximately $2.5 million 
that we do not take in,” said 
Smith. “The City of Paris never 
spends more than it takes in.”

In other action:
The council approved a 

$29,900 purchase of a bucket 
truck for the street department.
Appointed Betsy Higgin-

botham as city treasurer.
The council also appoint-

ed the following people to 
various bodies: Mike Morris, 
board of fire and police com-
missioners; Janine Brann, 
Roxanne Michaels and Rich-
ard Gross, library board; 
Casey Redman and Kayla 
Whiteman, park board; Irv 
Pinkston, Gene Rigdon and 
Virginia Holley, planning 
commission; Dave Sullivan, 
historic preservation; Lin-
da Lane, tax increment eco-
nomic development advisory 
committee; Vince Porter and 
Jim Osbourne, Lake Stadium 
board; and Erica Nail, com-
mittee for the Center of Fine 
Arts.

NECAS can continue op-
erating. Unit 1 is the basic 
equipped ambulance and 
serves as a back up in case 
there are two calls at the same 
time.

“We are running unit 2 all 
of the time,” said Neal.

Unit 2 is the ambulance 
NECAS had designated for 
paramedic response when 
the service is authorized by 
Carle Hospital to operate at 
that level. Neal and David 
Craig have successfully com-

pleted paramedic training, 
but Carle has not sent any 
inspection teams out due to 
COVID-19.

Neal has talked with the 
Carle doctor in charge of 
overseeing ambulance ser-
vices, and they are working 
on a plan to complete the 
certification and inspection 
process by phone.

Neal reported the used car-
diac monitors the board ap-
proved buying at the March 
meeting are no longer avail-
able. NECAS does have a 
grant application in to help 
with the purchase of one 

NECAS
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BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Edgar County Board 
needed two special meetings 
to pass a resolution confirming 
voters authorized establishing 
a 1 percent safety tax on some 
retail purchases in the county.

Such a resolution was first 
passed during a special meet-
ing April 20.

“After the meeting, I scanned 
and sent to the Department of 
Revenue what was passed,” Ed-
gar County Clerk and Record-
er August Griffin said at the 
second special meeting Mon-
day, April 27. “They replied 
back it wouldn’t work because 
we omitted the exemptions. 
Although we referenced the 
statute, it wasn’t spelled out.”

Illinois law regulates what 
items are subject to the tax and 
what is exempt. Groceries and 
medicines are exempt as are 
vehicles requiring a title. Food 
purchased at a restaurant, even 
for carry out, is subject to the 
tax.

Griffin added the April 27 
resolution used a sample ver-
sion provided by the Depart-

ment of Revenue.
The safety tax can only be 

used to support the Edgar 
County Sheriff’s Department 
and jail, including paying 
bonds for construction of a 
new jail if that option is pur-
sued in the future.

Before voting for the res-
olution, board member Karl 
Farnham Jr. asked if there is 
a downside to not taking any 
action on the resolution at this 
time. The county is facing a 
time issue on getting the reso-
lution approved. It must get to 
the Department of Revenue by 
May 1 for local merchants to 
begin collecting the tax July 1. 

Board chairman Jeff Voigt 
said failing to act now delays 
the tax starting until January 
2021. He added the county has 
already borrowed on a line of 
credit to meet its obligations.

The April 27 vote was dif-
ferent from the April 20 vote 
in that Dan Bruner switched 
sides. He voted against the res-
olution April 20 but voted for 
it during the April 27 meeting. 

“With reservations and 
because we need the money 

end of year school as Paris 95 
and Crestwood, Larson said.

One of the toughest deci-
sions which has caused the 
most angst among Paris High 
School seniors and their par-
ents is commencement. Orig-
inally, the school planned to 
host a virtual graduation cer-
emony but students quickly 
organized to lobby for another 
option.

The PHS class officers 
met with the administration 
Wednesday, April 29, to dis-
cuss alternatives. A tentative 
date of Friday, June 19, at Tiger 
Stadium has been set but those 
plans have been put in limbo 
after Carmen I. Ayala, State 
Superintendent of Education 
announced this week there will 
be no high school graduations.

That stance slightly shift-
ed Friday when Ayala sent an 
email to all Illinois superinten-
dents.

“We have received your 
feedback. ISBE is acting quick-
ly to develop updated recom-
mendations for graduation 
ceremonies in consultation 
with the Illinois Department of 
Public Health to align with the 
new disaster proclamation and 
updated stay-at-home order 
that the Governor enacted yes-
terday,” Ayala said in the email. 
“The safety and wellbeing of 
students, families, and educa-
tors must be the number one 
priority. However, we under-
stand the milestone that grad-
uation ceremonies represent 
in our lives and are developing 
guidelines that encourage cre-
ative alternatives to the tradi-
tional graduation ceremony.”

Stay tuned.

KANSAS UNIT 3
“Honestly this has been pret-

ty much fly by the seat of your 
pants,” Kansas Interim Super-
intendent of Schools John Has-
ten said. A former successful 
high school football coach at 
Marshall High School, Hast-
ings may know a lot about call-
ing an audible when something 
new is thrown at you — but he 
admits it hasn’t been easy.

The final day of school for 
the Kansas district is May 26. 
School principal Cindy Spen-
cer is working on the final 
details for the end of the year, 
Hasten said. The district has al-
ready set eighth grade and high 
school graduation for Saturday, 
June 6, at the Kansas Park. The 
district plans to present all hon-
ors at the time, he said.

“Right now we’re in a wait 
and see mode since the state 
superintendent’s announce-
ment Wednesday,” Hasten said. 
He noted the state superinten-
dent previously was an elected 
position but now is a political 
appointment and is following 
the governor’s lead.

CHRISMAN UNIT 6
Chrisman Interim Superin-

tendent of Schools Jim Acklin 
said Chrisman High School 
has set graduation for 2 p.m. 
Sunday, June 7, but those plans 
are in limbo due to this week’s 
ISBE announcement.

The Chrisman district does 
not have one-on-one opportu-
nities for all its students, Acklin 
noted, so teachers prepared 
packets for the district’s stu-
dents. 

“It’s a frustrating time for 
students, teachers and parents,” 
he said. “The sooner we can get 
back to face-to-face classroom 
learning, the better it’s going to 
be for everyone.”

Some students are handling 
the challenges better than oth-
ers, he noted.

 “There’s a social and emo-
tional element that is missing 
for the kiddos and some of 
them are really hurting,” he 
said.

Teachers are also missing 
their students.

 “Teachers love being with 
their students,” he said. “That 
element and connection is not 
there.”

Chrisman principal Cole 
Huber said important dates for 
Chrisman students and par-
ents are:
May 14 is the last day for 

remote learning.
May 15 and May 18-19 are 

remote planning days. These 
days will be used exclusively 
for students in danger of re-
ceiving an incomplete grade.
The last day meals will be 

provided by the school is May 
19. 
The Chrisman school 

board has approved funding 
for a summer school driving 
program. This cannot take 
place until Pritzker, health offi-
cials and the ISBE say it is per-
missible.
Prom and the school mu-

sical have been postponed. Hu-
ber said the school is consider-
ing other date options.
Eighth grade promotion 

has also been postponed.

SHILOH UNIT 1
Shiloh Interim Superin-

tendent of Schools Allen Hall 
announced the final day for 
remote/e-learning for that dis-
trict is Friday, May 15.

Student personal belongings 

will be gathered and placed in 
a labeled bag and will be avail-
able for pick up on the same 
day Chromebooks and text-
books are returned on May 15 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Hall said 
there is a Saturday time win-
dow also, “but we will cross 
that bridge when we get to it.”

Hall said there will be no 
finals for a semester grade. Stu-
dents will be given a progress 
report to communicate wheth-
er the student will receive a 
pass or incomplete.

The last day for meal box dis-
tribution is Monday, May 11.

Shiloh principal Beth Har-
baugh recommended at the 
Monday, April 20, Shiloh 
board meeting high school 
graduation be postponed until 
later in the summer, pending 
the lifting of the social distanc-
ing mandate — hopefully in 
July.

The school will be:
Providing graduation 

packets to be picked up or 
distributed to the school’s se-
niors. The packets will include 
non-returnable gowns, caps, 
tassels and diploma jackets.
Seniors will submit a 

photo wearing their caps and 
gowns and holding their di-
ploma jackets to Gwen Mor-
ris. This photo — which may 
also include a photo with their 
family — will be added to the 
senior slide show.
The valedictorian and 

salutatorian will record their 
three- minute speeches to be 
added to the slide show.
The school will send an 

invitation to a vitual showing 
of the senior slide show at a 
specific time — possibly 7 p.m. 
May 15. The slide show will 
also be posted on the district’s 
web site and Facebook page.
Class sponsors will be 

asked to organize a caravan 
of decorated senior vehicles 
and plan a route through all 
of the villages in the district. 
Community residents and 
families will be asked to make 
signs and stand in their yards 
and wave to the seniors as they 
pass.
Yard signs will be provided 

for seniors and eighth graders 
to place in their yards at home 
identifying them as a member 
of the class of 2020.

Safety tax still a go for July
for the jail, I’m voting yes,” 
Bruner said in casting his 
vote.

Others voting yes for the 
resolution were Voigt, Farn-
ham, Derrick Lorenzen, 
Phil Ludington and Andy 
Patrick. John Chittick was 
the lone dissenting voice. 

“I’m going to overnight 
it tonight and email them 
a copy,” said Griffin about 
getting the approved reso-
lution to the Department 
of Revenue ahead of the 
deadline.

Farnham asked to place 
a discussion item on the 
agenda for the next meet-
ing.

“We need to start discuss-
ing about when the proper-
ty taxes come out and what 
we are going to do about 
penalties,” said Farnham. 
“There are people off work 
and some who work only 
a few days at a time. Some 
are finding it hard to make 
mortgage payments. I think 
it is going to be very hard 
for some people to pay their 
taxes.”

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

As people face the chal-
lenges and uncertainty caused 
by the spread of COVID-19, 
heroic work is happening 
around the clock to keep food 
on family tables and store 
shelves. That work is happen-
ing right here in Paris, thanks 
to local employees and busi-
nesses, including more than 
85 Cargill employees, who 
show up every day to nourish 
people.

“We’re working every day 
to keep people safe and din-
ner on the table,” said Mark 
Molamphy, Cargill’s Paris 
general manager. “That means 
keeping our plant open, giv-
ing back to the community 
and making sure our local 
economy stays strong.”

 Communities like Paris are 
the heart of our food system. 
Local farmers and ranchers, 
retail workers, manufacturing 
and foodservice companies, 
food shelves and those who 

Cargill plant at Paris keeps 
working to keep America fed

transport food are working 
every day to keep people 
and animals fed. 

Local employers are also 
investing to focus on safety 
and keep facilities operat-
ing during the COVID-19 
crisis. Cargill has imple-
mented safety measures 
like temperature testing, 
enhanced cleaning and 
sanitizing, prohibiting visi-
tors and offering staggered 
breaks and shift flexibility. 
Employees are provided 
with, and encouraged to 
use, face coverings as a 
supplement to the many 
social distancing practices 
already put into place.

Food manufacturing 
has been deemed an es-
sential service, which puts 
employees on the front 
lines of the COVID-19 re-
sponse. To recognize this 
contribution, Cargill has 
provided its employees 
temporary pay incentives 
and waived co-pays for 
COVID-19 testing.

Nonprofit partners, in-
cluding Action for Healthy 
Kids, the American Farm-
land Trust – Farmer Relief 
Fund, and the Restaurant 
Employee Relief Fund, as 
well as local food banks 
and social organizations, 
are also playing a critical 
role in helping to lift up the 
local economy and make 
sure no one goes hungry. 
Cargill Paris also supports 
Compassionate Food Min-
istries, the Paris Commu-
nity Hospital and the Par-
is Union School District 
with both food donations 
and monetary contribu-
tions.

 “We are inspired by the 
tireless work of Paris’ doc-
tors, nurses, first respond-
ers, workers and those 
in agriculture who are 
making sure people and 
animals are cared for and 
no one goes hungry,” said 
Molamphy. “Together we 
are going to overcome this 
crisis and come out of this 
even more connected.”

monitor, but it is not known 
when those grants will be 
awarded.

In the good news category, 
an individual has volunteered 
to hang and finish drywall in 
a remodeled part of the am-
bulance bay that provides 
sleeping quarters for NECAS 
staff pulling long shifts. 

“We finally got some N-95 
masks and PPE,” said Neal, 
referring to personal pro-
tective equipment that has 
been in short supply since the 
pandemic started in the U.S. 
“Some of it was donated, and 
ESDA got some for us.”

SCHOOL
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Special to The Prairie Press

E-learning and remote learning isn’t just for older students. Sut-
tyn Trogdon works on perfecting her writing and the alphabet 
during her assignment time at home.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Local golfers were back at 
Eagle Ridge Golf Course Fri-
day, May 1, following Gov. JB 
Pritzker’s modified shelter-in- 
place order which went into 
effect the same day.

Janis Ludeks, who manages 
the pro shop at Eagle Ridge, 
urged golfers who want to 
play this weekend to call the 
pro shop to reserve a tee time. 
“Everyone’s anxious to get back 
out there,” he said.

While golfers are happy to 
be back on the course, Ludeks 
cautioned there are strict 
safety guidelines imposed by 
Pritzker’s Illinois Department 
of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity to maximize so-
cial distancing.

According to Ludeks, those 
include:

Groups cannot exceed 
twosomes and will go off ev-
ery 15 minutes, rather than the 
conventional nine or 10. Both 
public courses and private 
clubs can offer just eight slots 
an hour.
Illinois is one of several 

states that will be walking-only, 
unless one can prove a disabil-
ity or physical limitation with 
a handicap placard or doctor’s 
note. Carts will be available for 
rent for those eligible but only 
one person per cart. Taking 
a cart requires touching the 
steering wheel and compels 
employees to sanitize them be-
tween use.
There will be no rentals — 

including pull carts so players 
must bring their own. 
Practicing and warming 

up is prohibited. Illinois has 
taken the unusual step of re-

Paris golf course reopens
quiring clubs to shut down 
driving ranges, chipping 
areas and practice greens to 
limit large gatherings.

The general theme is no 
touching. The only things 
one should touch are one’s 
clubs, tees and golf balls. 
Flag sticks are not to be 
touched, and foam inserts 
have been added to cups for 
easy, no-touch ball retrieval. 

Eagle Ridge will be open 
seven days a week, Ludeks 
said, with Monday through 
Friday hours set from 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m., and Saturday and 
Sunday hours are 7 a.m. to 
8 p.m. 

There are special 
COVID-19 green fees, 
Ludeks said. Season mem-
berships are available and 
prices are available at the 
pro shop. 
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I-CASH BY THE NUMBERS

Reported to Treasurer’s Office 9/1/19 – 2/29/20

Reports 4,921 
Properties 704,534 
Cash $150,713,509 
Shares 28,151,299   

Returned to Owners 9/1/19 – 2/29/20
 

Number of paid claims 87,701 
Cash and share value returned  $106,004,555.86 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT US AT
unclaimedproperty@illinoistreasurer.gov or 877-581-3689

To find out if you have cash or property, 
visit www.Illinoistreasurer.Gov/icash.
If you do not have access to the internet 

to search for unclaimed property, a 
computer may be available at your  

local public library.
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ALYSSA STEPP
MARSHALL — Alyssa 

Diane Stepp, 44, of Berea, Ky., 
passed away Wednesday, April 

22, 2020, at 
her home.

A private 
service was 
T u e s d a y , 
April 28, at 
Zion Cem-
etery, rural 
M a r s h a l l , 

with Pastor Tim Duke offici-
ating. Visitation was private. 
Pearce Funeral Home was in 
charge of the arrangements.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Epilepsy Founda-
tion of Kentuckiana.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

JULIA REA
CASEY — Julia Ann Hart-

man Rea, 77, passed away at 
8:45 a.m. Thursday, April 29, 

2020, at Car-
le Founda-
tion Hospital, 
Urbana.

A celebra-
tion of life 
will be held 
at a later date. 
Markwell Fu-

neral Home is in charge of the 
arrangements.

 Memorial donations may 
be made to Casey Town-
ship Library or Past-Forward 
Memoir Writers c/o Coles 
County Arts Council.  

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

TERRY HENRY
Terry Lane Henry, 65, of 

Paris, passed away at 5:38 
p.m. Monday, April 27, 2020, 

in the emer-
gency room 
of Horizon 
Health Paris 
Community 
Hospital. He 
was retired 
after more 
than 25 years 

with Cadillac Products of 
Paris.

A public memorial service 
will be announced at a later 
date. Interment is in Hoult 

Cemetery, Chrisman. Tem-
pleton Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements.

Mr. Henry was born Sept. 
11, 1954, at Danville, the son 
of the late Paul “Botz” and 
Gretchen Runyan Henry. He 
married Linda Mooneyham 
May 6, 1975, in Paris, and she 
survives.

Other survivors include 
two sons, Chet (Amanda) 
Henry and Derek (Autumn) 
Henry, both of Paris; a broth-
er, Davey (Emma) Henry 
of Paris; seven grandchil-
dren, Dakota, Kadi, Audrey, 
Jayden, Blade, Alexa and CATHERINE FRANCIS 

WESTFIELD — Cather-
ine Bernice “Tut” Francis, 
83, of Westfield, passed away 

at 6:20 p.m. 
S a t u r d a y , 
April 25, 
2020, at the 
Odd Fellows 
R e b e k a h 
Home, Mat-
toon. 

The ser-

vice is limited to the imme-
diate family only. Burial is in 
Maple Hill Cemetery. A cel-
ebration of her life will be at 
a later date. Markwell Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Westfield United 
Methodist Church. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.    

MARJORIE DOUGLAS
HINDSBORO — Marjorie 

Louise Barnett Douglas, 96, 
of Clinton, Ind., and formerly 

of Cham-
paign-Urbana 
and Hinds-
boro, passed 
away at 10 
a.m. Tues-
day, April 28, 
2020, at Clin-
ton Gardens 

Nursing Home, Clinton, Ind.
A family only graveside ser-

vice is 2 p.m. Monday, May 
4, in Van Voorhis Cemetery, 
Hindsboro. No visitation or 
other service is planned. Kra-
bel Funeral Home is in charge 
of the arrangements. 

Memorial donations may 
be made either to the Hinds-
boro United Methodist 
Church or Clinton First Unit-
ed Methodist Church in Clin-
ton, Indiana.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
blefuneralhome.com.

LIBBY CUMMINS 
CASEY — Elizabeth Sue 

Cummins, 86, of Casey, 
passed away Tuesday morn-

ing, April 28, 
2020. 

S e r v i c e s 
are limited 
to immediate 
family. Burial 
is in Casey 
Cumberland 

Cemetery. Markwell Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Casey United 
Methodist Church.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

GLENDA CREEK
Glenda Kay Creek, former-

ly of Chrisman, passed away 
April 28, 2020, at her home in 

Missouri.
A memori-

al service will 
be at a later 
date due to 
COVID-19. 
The family 
is sure she 
would have 

been thrilled by a delayed ser-
vice.

Ms. Creek is survived by 
her two children, Austin (Al-
lison) Cantrell and Jessica 
(Nathan Medley) Creek; and 
her grandchildren, Braxton, 
Reese and Oliver Medley.

The family wants all to 
know their mother loved her 
morning phone calls with 
her best friend, Kim, and lay-
ing by the pool with her dear 
friend, Lisa. She also enjoyed 
being outdoors, Mountain 
Dew, Harry Potter and recit-
ing quotes from her favorite 
movies.

She spent her life being 
an avid garage saler, amaz-
ing mother, friend and nana, 
managing restaurants, giving 
unwanted advice and having 
the ability to be right about 
everything. She was beautiful, 
creative, funny and had terri-
ble grammar.

She will be missed every 
single day.

CREEK

CUMMINS

DOUGLAS HENRY

FRANCIS

REASTEPP

Megan; two great-grandchil-
dren, Jaxson and Gunner; a 
niece, Laura Henry; and two 
great-nieces, Emily and Pay-
ton; as well as his beloved 
dogs, Bella and Lily.

Mr. Henry was a loyal 
Fighting Illini fan and loved 
spending time with his chil-
dren and grandchildren.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Edgar County 
Animal Shelter.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Repub-
licans in the General Assem-
bly are urging House Speaker 
Michael Madigan and Senate 
President Don Harmon to call 
lawmakers back into session 
so they can vote on whether to 
extend the state’s stay-at-home 

order beyond May 1. 
The top legislative leaders, 

however, say they’re not yet 
ready to make that call.

“I'm not here to criticize 
the governor amid this crisis, 
but to bring attention to the 
fact that the state Legislature 
needs to be part of the deci-
sion-making process,” Ge-

neva Rep. Dan Ugaste said 
Wednesday. “Any additional 
disaster proclamation by the 
governor needs the approval 
of both chambers of the Leg-
islature.”

Ugaste was joined by Assistant 
Republican Leaders Norine Ham-
mond, of Macomb, and C.D. Da-
vidsmeyer, of Jacksonville.

GOP wants to reopen legislative session

928 Clinton Road, Paris, IL 61944  217-463-3434

217-463-3434  • www.eagleridgeparis.com
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Pandemic 
identifies 
fault lines 
to address

If social media is any indication, Ed-
gar County residents have had enough 
of the Illinois stay-at-home order.

Gov. JB Pritzker’s extension of the 
stay-at-home order to May 30 — even 
with the fresh allowances and tentative 
steps toward expanding the businesses 
allowed to open —feels limited and 
limiting.

However correct Pritzker’s deci-
sions may have been to this point, let’s 
face it: the orders have an unnerving 
feel of authoritarianism. His warning 
that March and April’s restrictions will 
be implemented again if residents are 
found to be breaking the rules sounds 
more totalitarian than it should. 
Hopefully, Pritzker meant something 
other than the way that quote reads.

As much as Pritzker’s efforts have 
been admirable and necessary, there 
have also been an uncomfortable 
number of times where he’s made 
errors still not rectified.

We understand the agony of the 
stay-at-home orders for small business 

owners and employees. They are the 
lifeblood of any community — es-
pecially a rural county such at Edgar 
— and they’re also generally the ones 
least likely to have a reserve of funds to 
weather emergencies like COVID-19.

People have spent a lifetime build-
ing these businesses, and they are 
watching it go away as their customers 
find other places to spend their mon-
ey. There’s no justice in those people 
losing what they’ve built. That’s the 
kind of thing we consider un-Ameri-
can.

Many of those owners have been 
told they are not allowed to work. 
They were promised financial assis-
tance. That assistance has been de-
layed in typical Illinois red-tape fash-
ion, with additional issues of delays 
on the federal level. Their existences 

are under threat from a bureaucracy 
that’s giving no indication of whether 
it knows or cares they exist.

Hair stylists are still not allowed 
to open. What logic is in place when 
dogs can be styled and humans can-
not? Both are trained in hygiene as a 
vital part of their existence.

We want small businesses to get 
back to what they were doing two 
months ago. Nothing would please us 
more than the ability to blink away the 
coronavirus nightmare. But care must 
be taken. The wrong moves could 
lead to a further extension of that 
nightmare. We shouldn’t sacrifice the 
extraordinary changes we’ve already 
accomplished.

Our ongoing goal should be finding 
the proper balance of safety and capi-
talism. We should be able to come to 
some kind of consensus on expanding 
essential to other areas where we can 
assure safety. If we can social distance 
in a grocery store, we can social dis-
tance anywhere.   

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
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The coronavirus crisis has exposed critical 
fault lines in our nation’s bedrock, which must 
be addressed. I identify three below, but there 

are others, such as fiscal 
sufficiency for Social Security 
and Medicare, both programs 
taking a hit from the virus and 
our spending to combat it.

First, we obviously need 
an American technology/
industrial policy. In many 
areas, China is surpassing our 
once vaunted technological 
prowess. The rapid rollout of 
5G technology around the 
world by Chinese behemoth 

Huawei, while American companies struggle to 
catch up, should be a wake-up call.

And since we have exported much of our 
manufacturing to Asia, we find our nation 
without either the supply or the ready capacity 
to produce the health care goods we need to 
help staunch the viral spread.

Business, government and research labs at 
our universities and elsewhere must collaborate 
on strategies and funding streams for basic and 
applied research, as well as for capacity building 
for the production of goods and services that 
we need internally and for sale worldwide. 

Second, we must confront the serious disar-
ray in the American family. I was struck by the 
scramble of shuttered school districts across 
America to see that breakfast, lunch and snacks 
are delivered daily to kids at home during the 
pandemic. This suggests a dramatic increase 
in dependence on government in too many 
households.

In my rural confines, single parenting has be-
come almost the norm in many communities. 
I once observed that government has replaced 
Dad in many of these households. Now, as 
schools bustle to get meals regularly to the 
kids, you might say that government has even 
supplanted many Moms in this fundamental 
responsibility of parenting.

Standing in line at a grocery recently, I 
overheard an admittedly harried-looking mom 
observe to the clerk about school-delivered 
meals: “It’s just one more meal I don’t have to 
prepare.”

We will never return to the idealized 
household of Ozzie and Harriet, which we 
learned later wasn’t all that ideal, either. Still, we 
need to assess what might be done to stabilize 
and strengthen millions of homes where 
often undereducated singles can apparently 
neither provide basic supports, nor set high 
expectations for achievement for their children.

The challenges in the American family 
won’t be solved simply by throwing more 
money at the Moms. Many of them need 
parenting skills that have not been handed 
down, as neither their moms, nor often their 
grand-moms, possessed basic parenting skills, 
at least according to local social workers with 
whom I talk.

Can communities, neighborhoods, church-
es, maybe schools, step up and fill the gap? 
Should schools offer parenting classes? Can 
local groups provide parent coaching? Teen 
births are down sharply, which is good; what 
can be done to drive those numbers down 
further? I don’t know, but I know we need to 
address the problems in the changing Ameri-
can family.

Third, we need to reset our politics. Recent 
actions by Congress and the president to 
address the coronavirus illustrate that we can 
rise above polarization, that governance is 
indeed more important than politics (though 
it should be noted that it is always easier to 
spend big money than to pay for it later). 

Yet, unless a crisis slaps us in the face, as at 
present, elected officials seem incapable of 
taking forceful action on the big issues. Put-
ting men on the moon and building anything 
akin to our interstate highway system seems 
today far beyond the grasp of elected officials.

Maybe because of the huge amounts of 
money often necessary now to win election 
into Congress and our state legislatures, 
lawmakers are more than ever fixated on 
governing so as to stay in office. That sounds 
good, democratic, you might say, yet it isn’t 
good. Most in the public have no idea what 
needs to be done. They want life to go on as 
painlessly as possible.

Big issues such as fiscal sufficiency for 
Social Security and Medicare, and imperative 
investments in technological research won’t 
be tackled effectively without some pain. 
That’s what leadership is about. And some-
times, as with Winston Churchill’s fall from 
power after leading England through World 
War II, leaders have to fall on their swords to 
get big jobs done.

More candidates in our country need to tell 
voters what they need to hear, not what they 
want to hear. Otherwise, we in America will 
continue sleep walking across the fault lines of 
our own national decline.

(For many years, Jim Nowlan was a senior 
fellow and political science professor at the 
University of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign. He 
has worked for three unindicted governors and 
published a weekly newspaper in central Illinois.)
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The First Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution pre-
vents government intrusion 

on journal-
ists' rights 
to tell their 
stories and 
your rights 
to read or 
watch or 
listen to 
them.

But that 
means 
things can 
get messy. 

Some reporters can make 
everyone else look bad.

"There are no bad 
questions," is something 
I learned growing up. But 
after doing this job for a 
number of years, I'm here to 
tell you that, yes, there are 
bad questions.

I've been guilty of that 
over the years. Heck, I 
messed up my own remote 
question to the governor 
on April 24 because I got 
into a hurry and mistyped 
it. Oops.

Too often, though, Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker's daily press 
conferences have become a 
theater of the absurd.

We're in the midst of 
a global crisis that might 
eventually prove to be 
empire-changing. On top of 
the massive health scare, the 
nation is suffering through 
its sharpest employment 
and business collapse in its 
entire history. And on top 
of that, news media outlets 
— already reeling from 
years of corporate greed 
and systemic readership 
changes — are in very real 
danger of disappearing 
forever at a time when we 
desperately need them the 
most.

So, you'd think that 
present circumstances 
would bring out the best in 
reporters. It definitely has 
in a lot of them, but it hasn't 
in others.

We've had the repetitive 
and even childish "Are 
we there yet?" sorts of 
questions for weeks on end, 
sometimes three, four or 
five a day during Pritzker 
pressers. All asked while 
hospitalizations continue to 
rise, the virus continues to 
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Beware studies claiming COVID-19 
death rates are lower than expected

The COVID-19 pandemic 
is sowing death, suffering and 
economic devastation across 
the world. Containing its deadly 
march will require answers to 
many questions, most of which 
we are only beginning to chip 
away at. Among the most critical: 
How many people have been 
infected, and how many are going 
to die? Does the virus kill in 1 in 
20 or 1 in a 1,000?

Two recent studies from 
California, using antibody tests 
designed to look for immune 
markers of previous infections, 
seem to suggest the virus is much 
less deadly than many previously 
thought. 

But beware of these findings: 
They have not been vetted and 
should be recognized as such.

Given the disastrous impact of 
reigniting a lethal epidemic that 
could result in millions of deaths, 
preliminary findings must be han-
dled with great care — no matter 
how alluring their implications. 
We call on policymakers and the 
public to take a deep breath and 
apply a healthy dose of skepticism 
to such studies.

We have several concerns about 
their methodologies. First, both 
studies used a commercial diag-
nostic test known to yield false 
positive results (detecting the 
presence of antibodies to the vi-
rus where there were none). The 
researchers, relying on a small set 
of control tests mostly performed 
by the tests’ manufacturer, claim 
a false positive rate of 0.5 percent, 
but independent analyses of the 
same test have yielded much 
higher false positive rates that 
could render their conclusions 

invalid.
Second, in one of the studies, 

researchers used Facebook to 
recruit volunteers. This raises 
concerns of self-selection bias, as 
these individuals made the effort 
to leave their homes and drive to 
a designated location for a blood 
test and thus might be motivated 
to seek testing for various reasons, 
including recent symptoms or 
engaging in high-risk activities 
that boost their risk for infection. 
For this reason alone, one might 
expect a misleading higher rate of 
positive tests.

Third, researchers used differ-
ent types of blood to establish 
the accuracy of the diagnostic 
test than used for the volunteers. 
They compared frozen pre-pan-
demic processed blood samples 
with the fresh blood of volunteers 
obtained via finger pricks. But 
not all blood is the same; the 
biochemical differences between 
frozen and fresh blood could 
interfere with the accuracy of the 
reading.

These findings also obscure 
an indisputable fact: Hospital 
intensive care units in hot-spot 
cities have been overrun with 
seriously ill COVID-19 patients. 
We do not see this even in bad flu 
seasons. That means relaxation of 
social distancing before more of 
the population is immune mea-
sures could end up overwhelming 
our hospitals.

Consider New York City, 
where health officials say up to 
21 percent of residents may have 
been infected. While high, this 
number is far above the false pos-
itive rate and is plausible because 
the city has been an epicenter 

of the pandemic, with as many 
as 17,000 deaths. Using expert 
estimates that 40 to 70 percent of 
Americans will be infected with 
the new coronavirus, a death rate 
of 1 percent would translate into 
1.4 million to 2.3 million people 
succumbing to the disease — a 
number closely aligned with early 
predictions of the likely death 
toll in the absence of mitigation 
measures such as a vaccine or 
social distancing. And that does 
not account for survivors left 
with serious heart, lung, kidney 
and neurological damage. 

The calculus involved in de-
signing policies that balance lives 
and livelihoods is astoundingly 
complex. One cannot be done at 
the expense of the other. These 
choices require hard evidence 
tempered with humility. Scientif-
ic evidence may not be the only 
factor in this equation, but it’s the 
most critical one.

Making decisions that involve 
human lives should be based 
on science, verified and vetted. 
In our understandable desire to 
return to normalcy today, we can 
ill afford to sacrifice our health 
and well-being tomorrow.

(The column was co-authored 
by four Boston area doctors and 
researchers. Stephen Elledge, a 
native of Paris, is a 1974 graduate 
of Paris High School. He is a pro-
fessor and researcher at Brigham 
and Women’s Hospital. George 
Q. Daley is the dean of Harvard 
Medical School. Galit Alter is a 
professor and researcher at the 
Ragon Institute and Massachusetts 
General Hospital. Michael Springer 
is an associate professor at Harvard 
Medical School.)
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Recognizing our hidden heroes.
Edgar County 911 dispatchers 

during National Public Telecommunications 
Week. Honored by Horizon Health EMS for 

being their lifeline.
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spread throughout the state 
and deaths have taken an 
alarming upward turn. It's like 
some news reporters can't see 
the news in front of their faces. 
And, too often, it's those very 
reporters who are the ones 
hogging the question period.

Some ask questions that 
can be answered with simple 
Google searches. For instance, 
a reporter recently asked 
the director of the Illinois 
Department of Public Health 
— who appears with the gov-
ernor every day — how many 
COVID-19 patients were in 
the ICU. That information is 
posted on the IDPH website 
every day. The briefings aren't 
supposed to be quiz shows.

And then there are those 
who advocate for their own 
personal hobbies or interests.

"Golf courses," a Chicago 
TV reporter recently told 
the governor. "People are so 
anxious just to get out on the 
green, to be outside. Golf 
courses. Maybe you could do 
it in a socially distant kind of 
way?"

There are questions and 
then there is lobbying. That 

was lobbying.
The governor clearly said in 

response to a reporter's recent 
question that he would defi-
nitely not be following the lead 
of Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp 
when it came to loosening his 
own stay-at-home order.

Kemp imposed a stay-at-
home order and then decided 
to reverse some of it, and even 
President Donald Trump re-
peatedly criticized his flip-flop.

But some reporters acted 
shocked on April 23 when 
Pritzker extended his own 
order. And some of their ques-
tions went off the rails. It was 
perhaps the worst day of all.

A reporter for a suburban 
newspaper proclaimed: "Many 
people in rural parts of the state 
want to quarantine Chicago 
and the suburbs and reopen 
parts of downstate Illinois that 
aren't seeing infection rates like 
the urban areas. Why has the 
state not done that?"

Reporters should give 
voice to the voiceless, but the 
governor has repeatedly said 
the virus is everywhere and 
quarantining one area wouldn't 
work; he was rightly stunned.

A talk show host for a small 
Chicago radio station deliv-
ered an extended soliloquy on 

bankruptcy and Puerto Rico. 
Another reporter claimed 
Pritzker had been accused by 
some Republican lawmakers 
of operating in a bubble. Pritz-
ker denied it, and I spent some 
time looking for an instance 
of anyone saying that and 
couldn't find anything. Maybe 
I missed it.

A reporter for a conserva-
tive news site asked how the 
governor could justify raises 
for state workers, even though 
most state employees have 
binding union contracts and 
the governor can't just wave a 
magic wand to get rid of them. 
It went on like that for what 
seemed like forever.

Many, many reporters have 
asked thoughtful, well-re-
searched and tough questions 
over the weeks. They are my 
heroes. But I have been getting 
an uneasy feeling lately that 
those questions are being 
drowned out by the stupid 
ones, and it's undermining ev-
eryone's credibility at a crucial 
moment in history. 

We just gotta do better. 
Myself included.

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 

years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

Testing is the best way out of this economic trap
One of the less helpful 

aspects of our current 
quandary is the shrill 

argument 
between 
two closed-
minded 
camps. One 
condemns 
those who 
wish to 
open up the 
economy 
as science-
defying 
ghouls who 

care nothing for human life. 
The other depicts the stay-at-
homes as economic saboteurs 
willing to destroy the national 
economy in the name of 
unobtainable safety.

Fortunately, the Safra Cen-
ter for Ethics at Harvard has 
gathered experts from across 
the political spectrum and 
prepared a very compelling 

roadmap for escaping from 
this trap. It requires shifting 
focus from quarantining the 
entire population (with its 
attendant economic pain) to 
testing on a massive scale, con-
tact tracing and supported iso-
lation (TTSI). With the proper 
level of TTSI, we could begin 
safely to reopen the economy, 
sector by sector, starting with 
the most essential.

We are currently testing 
about 150,000 people a day. 
That number needs to ramp 
up fast to two million a day 
and then quickly to five mil-
lion per day, reaching 20 mil-
lion by August. To accomplish 
this, Safra calls for a Pandemic 
Testing Board modeled on 
World War II's War Produc-
tion Board to coordinate the 
innovation, supply chains and 
regulatory changes necessary 
to facilitate this. Testing is 
always a critical part of disease 

control, but never more than 
in this case, when so many 
carriers are asymptomatic.

Once infected people are 
identified, they need to be sup-
ported in isolation — mean-
ing that they should be able to 
expect sick pay, the guarantee 
of a job when they return and 
perhaps temporary housing 
(hotels may be useful for those 
who need it). Their contacts 
must also be informed and 
urged to self-isolate for the 
two-week incubation period. 
Johns Hopkins University has 
estimated that we will need to 
hire and train at least 100,000 
new personnel. After a neg-
ative test, people can safely 
return to work.

Phase One would focus on 
essential workers, the 40 per-
cent of the workforce who are 
not able to self-quarantine and 
alarming numbers of whom 
are falling ill. Doctors and 

nurses are at high risk. Seven-
teen percent of the New York 
City police force is infected, 
and the outbreak at meat pro-
cessing plants has prompted 
the chairman of Tyson Foods 
to warn that the, "food supply 
chain is breaking."

Phase Two would per-
mit the reopening of many 
businesses while maintaining 
social distancing for vulnera-
ble populations. Phase Three 
would see about 80 percent 
of the economy back on 
track, and Phase Four would 
see a new normal in which 
the economy returned to 
pre-pandemic levels but with 
testing, careful monitoring 
and improved decontami-
nation to suppress further 
outbreaks.

(Mona Charen is a columnist 
and a political analyst. She is a 
senior fellow at the Ethics and 
Public Policy Center.)
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Leader of the Month

Marissa Beck
Director of Environmental Health
Edgar County Health Department

217-826-6152 • centralstateco.com

Thank you for all you do!

Marissa has been on the front 
line keeping Edgar County 

informed during the pandemic 
dealing with everything from 

providing guidance and 
directives by the Illinois

 Department of Public Health 
along with tracking results 

and providing the latest 
testing results.

Thank you!
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To combat the spread of the 
virus during the pandemic, so-
ciety has retreated into social 
isolation and moved intraper-
sonal communication online 
using Facetime and Zoom.

We are fortunate to have 
these tools available, but had it 
not been for a kids’ cereal back 
in the 60s we might not have 
a robust Internet and con-
ferencing tools available. I’ll 
explain that late in the column. 
The Internet and communi-
cations tools grew out of the 
telephone industry along with 
military cold war research. 

The first electronic com-
munication system was the 
telegraph, started in 1844. It 
consisted of wire direct con-
nections between cities. There 
was no way to switch cities 
only two fixed endpoints. 
The electrical signal started/
stopped and clicked a magnet 
at the far end. The earliest tele-
phone wasn’t much different.

Many scientists worked on 
versions of a voice telephone, 
but it was Alexander Graham 
Bell who successfully integrat-

ed an Edison carbon particle 
microphone to transmit the 
first clear, “Watson come here” 
message in 1876. He patented 
it and started doing public 
showcases in the North-
east. His father-in-law was a 
businessman and immediately 
founded Bell Telephone, 
which sold to ATT in 1899. It 
was one of the most success-
ful businesses of all time. 
The company maintained a 
research division and serves as 
the model for every tech giant.

Bell Labs recruited the 
brightest and most creative 
scientists for research and 
development and created the 
transistor in 1947, replacing 
the old vacuum tube. The 
transistor was instrumental for 
many other scientific discov-
eries such as identifying back-
ground radiation from space 
as originating in the Big Bang 
explosion. Bell Labs created 
our technical society.

The original telephone sys-
tem was direct wired between 
endpoints. To make it more 
useful, a switchboard was 

created allowing an operator 
to patch cables and connect 
different phones. The old box 

phone had a 
side switch 
that when 
lifted closed 
a circuit. 
Clicking the 
hook rang 
a bell to get 
the operator’s 
attention. The 
system was 
dependent 
on a person, 

and there was no easy way to 
interconnect switchboards in 
different towns.

Bell labs solved this by 
inventing pulse dialing. Today 
no one under 40 has a clue 
how to put their finger in the 
hole and spin the wheel, but 
it was simple, dependable and 
cheap. Pulling the wheel to 
an 8 and letting go, the wheel 
sprang back clicking the switch 
on/off eight times. 

An impressive trick was 
dialing by just using the hook.  
Clicking the hook button 

four times dialed a four, then 
pausing before clicking the 
appropriate number of times 
again for another digit and re-
peating, it was possible to dial 
a phone number.  A few offices 
still have the pulse electronics, 
but they are becoming rare. 
The series of pulses auto-
matically made connections 
between phones. Starting a call 
with a one opened a trunk line 
and allowed dialing a different 
town with no assistance.

Pulse was slow and did not 
scale well to connect around 
the world. Bell’s solution was 
tone dialing. Instead of a series 
of on/off pulses, standard-
ized musical tones opened 
lines and made connections. 
The first touch tone button 
phone was introduced Nov. 
18, 1963, but that event was 
overshadowed by the Nov. 22 
assassination of President John 
Kennedy.  

Tone dialing used combi-
nations of musical notes to 
activate transistor switches. 
A standard dial-tone is still 
a blend of 350 and 450 Hz. 

Every digit is represented by 
a grid of tones. For example, 
770 and 1209 Hz harmonize 
to make a 4; the 3 is 697 and 
1477 Hz together. The system 
was faster and could scale to 
cross-connect systems all over 
the globe.

Bell Telephone had trunk 
wire bundles between urban 
centers. Each had electron-
ics to listen for tones and 
make connections. For cross 
connecting, a 2600 Hz tone 
played as the standard to 
keep a trunk line open. This 
is where the phone hackers 
come in. Students on college 
campuses are often bright with 
time on their hands. They tend 
to be bored, broke and social.

Also in 1963, Quaker Oats 
introduced Cap’n Crunch 
cereal and borrowing from 
Cracker Jacks marketing put a 
toy in the box. One of the first 
prizes was a boatswain’s whis-
tle made of cheap plastic. The 
toy whistle serendipitously 
happened to toot out a perfect 
2600 Hz tone.  An ‘E’ note 
seven octaves up is exactly the 

tone needed to open or close 
long-distance trunks between 
cities.

John Draper had just fin-
ished his military enlistment as 
an electronics specialist. Sitting 
in the library he picked up an 
article published by Bell Labs 
extoling the new switching 
technology.  Draper immersed 
himself in the technology and 
found vulnerabilities. 

Hanging out on the Uni-
versity of California’s Berkley 
campus with gifted, but bored 
students, they started a new 
dorm room pastime. This first 
generation of hackers were 
called phone-phreakers. Using 
pitch pipes and the infamous 
Cap’n Crunch whistle they 
started exploring the Bell 
Network. 

They placed free 800 calls 
to a distant city and then 
piped the 2600 Hz to close 
and reopen the circuit without 
hanging up. Bell Telephone 
didn’t know to start billing. 
There was no charge no matter 
where the phone-phreakers 

Phone phreaking to Zoom calls: hacking led to today’s technology
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SEASONAL VISITORS ARE A JOY TO SPOT

Special to The Prairie Press

One of the delights of warmer weather is the spring return of hummingbirds to the area. This Ruby-Throated Hummingbird 
visits a backyard feeder for the nectar the birds love.

Hummingbirds return
I’m not sure there’s anything more 

relaxing — other than sitting on a 
warm beach next to the ocean — than 
sitting on the porch 
or patio and watching 
hummingbirds and 
other birds visit back-
yard feeders.

Many of us love 
luring these fascinat-
ing creatures into our 
yards summer after 
summer. As most 
enthusiasts know, 
hummingbirds prefer 
nectar more than the 
bird seed that one might already have 
on hand. Luckily, it's super easy to 
make nectar from granulated sugar, 
which is probably already on-hand in 
the pantry. 

When Don and I lived in Columbia, 
Mo., we maintained several feeders 
around our home. I caught the bug 
from my sister, Cheryl Curl, who has 
religiously kept feeders filled for the 
hummers for several years. After a visit 
here, I purchased two feeders — one 
on a pole and one that attached to our 
front windows — and spent that sum-
mer filling the feeders and enjoying 
the birds flit around.

When we moved to Savannah, Ga., 
we continued feeding hummingbirds 
and added several bird feeding stations 
as well. There were so many different 
birds in Savannah — including Caro-
lina wrens, cardinals, mourning doves, 
house finches, Carolina chickadees 
and tufted titmice. We enjoyed sitting 
out on our screened porch watching 
all the birds come visit the feeders and 

my gardens.
I haven’t really had the time for 

hummingbird feeders since returning 
home, but I make it a point to visit the 
Lincoln Trail Restaurant in Marshall 
during the spring and summer to sit 
next to the windows and watch the 
hummers visit the feeders. It makes 
me smile.

The hummingbirds are slowly 
returning to East Central Illinois and 
many local birders and hummingbird 
lovers have reported a scout bird visit-
ing their feeders. 

If readers haven’t put  feeders out 
yet, do so immediately.

Julie Fluckey of rural Dennison is a 
dedicated birder. She reported her first 
hummingbirds arrived at her feeders 
on April 21. She has since seen two 
males and three females. She was kind 
enough to send a couple of pictures to 
share with our readers that accompany 
this story.

During the height of spring and 
summer, Julie said she uses 10 gallons 
daily of sugar water the Ruby Throated 
Hummingbirds covet. In fact, she is 
able to feed hummingbirds by hand as 
they hover to enjoy the nectar.

Like many of us, Julie enjoys the 
sound of the hummers wings which 
she described as peaceful — and I 
agree. She also noted hummers are 
aggressive birds, and she’s absolutely 
right. It only takes a few minutes of 
watching them at a feeder to see the 
interaction, including chasing off 
interlopers.

What makes the hummingbird 
fascinating and unique?
nHummers are the only birds able 

to fly backwards, straight up, down and 
hover. They are able to do this using 
unique figure 8 ball and socket shoul-
der joints and extremely muscular 

Photo courtesy of Julie Fluckey

A Ruby-Throated Hummingbird visits 
the backyard feeder of Julie Fluckey 
near Dennison. Fluckey is an avid birder 
and reports keeping her hummingbird 
feeders filled requires 10 gallons of 
homemade nectar a day.

NANCY
ZEMAN
LIVING IN  
EDGAR COUNTY

See HUMMERS, Page 2B

True story? Better believe 
it.

Our country was 
fortunate 
to escape 
massive 
raids by 
squadrons 
of bomb-
ers that 
left many 
cities in 
total ruin 
in Europe 
and Asia 
during 

World War II. But for trivia 
sake, we were bombed. 
There were deaths. Our 
Japanese enemy under-
stood certain weather facets 
before we did. That’s the 
simple explanation.

When our new (huge at 
the time) B-29 bombers 
went into action against 
Japan, they flew higher 
than our older bombers. 
At an altitude from 22,000 
to 30,000 feet, when flying 
west, pilots often encoun-
tered a new phenomenon, 
a powerful stream of east-
bound wind that slowed 
speed and increased fuel 
consumption. On return 
trips, they flew their tails 
in the stream homeward at 
faster speeds.  

They had discovered 
the jet stream. Actually, 
they confirmed what some 
scientists had reported, but 
knew little about.

The Japanese were 
ahead on the matter. At the 
same time we were flying 
B-29s, they were flying 
the Fu-Go, which was a 
large, unmanned balloon, 
carried by the jet stream on 
a three-day journey across 
the Pacific.  It was timed to 
release a small bomb, both 
incendiary and fragmen-
tary, when reaching the U.S.  

The Fu-Go was wildly 
inaccurate because the jet 
stream wiggles great dis-
tances, frequently changing 
course. Their purpose was 
to cause damage, especially 
forest fires. The fabric was 
manufactured by Japanese 

Jet stream 
played role 
in World 
War II   

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD 
CODGER

See CODGER, Page 8B

If this week’s paper is like 
most weeks, readers will 
find a column by Terry Sul-
livan on a 
science-re-
lated topic 
of some 
kind.  

I have 
often en-
joyed that 
column, 
either 
because it 
reminded 
me of 
some information I studied 
in high school or college 
but had since essentially 
forgotten, or because it con-
veyed new information that 
I was unaware of. On sev-
eral occasions, Mr. Sullivan 
has explained something I 
wondered about but never 
fully understood. 

Unfortunately, there are a 
few people who have made 
a career, and many more 
who have made an active 
hobby, out of portraying 
the pursuit of science and 
the pursuit of faith as mor-
tal enemies. While there 
will inevitably be areas of 
disagreement between 
practitioners in those two 
areas, just as there are 
disagreements within each 
area, the two are more ally 
than enemy. Both fields 
seek knowledge and the 
genuine practitioners in 
each are aware there is 
usually more we don’t 
know about any topic than 
we do know.  They are also 
quite willing to admit what 
they don’t know or can’t 
prove and are willing to talk 
in terms like, “current best 
understanding.”

There is probably a 
lengthy essay - maybe 
even a book if one were 
inclined to write it – on the 
topic of science and faith as 
co-laborers, but foremost 
in my thoughts today, given 
current world events, is 
how those of us in the faith 
community can help with 

Religion, 
science 
should 
coexist

JOHN
YOUNGBLOOD
PASTOR’S 
PERSPECTIVE

See PASTOR Page 2B
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Pricing does not include tax, title or doc fees. 
Photos for illustration purposes only.

HUGE SAVINGS!

SPRING
SALE!

2014 Dodge
Grand Caravan

Was $10,995 Now 
$9,436

#G20235A

Just Arrived!

2008 Dodge
Grand Caravan

Was $4,995 Now 
$3,991#X20032B

1-Owner!

2009 Toyota
Tacoma

Was $16,995 Now 
$14,903#G20210B

Was $8,995 Now 
$7,966

2010 Ford
Edge

#X20028A

Local Trade!

Local Trade!

2009 Pontiac
G6

Was $6,995 Now 
$5,033#B20128B

4x4!

2011 RAM
Dakota

Was $5,995 Now 
$4,950

#G20078B1

Just Arrived!

2003 Ford
Econoline Conversion Van

Was $7,995 Now 
$5,985#X19183A1

Was $11,995 Now 
$10,899

2016 Hyundai
Sonata

#G20236A

1-Owner!

Was $15,995 Now 
$14,045

2014 Mercedes-Benz
C300

#G19242B

Loaded!

Low Miles!

2012 GMC
Acadia

Was $9,995 Now 
$8,542#X19213A

3rd Row!

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. Free burgers 
will be sent to each shipping address that includes (61086). Standard S&H 
added per address.  Not valid with other o� ers. Expires 5/31/20. All purchases 
subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use & Privacy Policy: omahasteaks
.com/terms-of-useOSI and omahasteaks.com/info/privacy-policy or call 
1-800-228-9872.  Photos exemplary of product advertised. 

THE BUTCHER’S BUNDLE
4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet

Order Now 1.877.597.7536  |  OmahaSteaks.com/dinner215

Ask for The Butcher’s Bundle  61086ENZ

$238.91* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

+ 4 MORE
BURGERS FREE!

GET IT ALL
20 MAIN COURSES + SIDES & DESSERT

YOU CAN
TRUST

QUALITY & VALUE

GUARANTEED!

The Best in the Bloomin’ Business

Nelson’s Nelson’s 
GreenhouseGreenhouse

Questions please call 812-239-9550 
and leave a message

WE’RE STILL 
OPEN

daily until 7:30pm EST

1445 E. State Road 163
Clinton, IN  47842

Corner of Clinton Road & Route 63

Be sure to Like Nelson’s 
Greenhouse on Facebook 

or check them out on 
the web

www.nelsonsgreenhouse.net

• Vegetables
• Flowers
• Shrubs
• Hanging Plants

Hidden GardeHidden Gardenn
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Fri 05/08
Lasagna,

garden salad
& garlic toast

Always 
Homemade

NEW HOURS
until further 

notice
Wed-Fri  9-2

CLOSED 
SATURDAY

Wed 05/06
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 05/07
Beef 

manhattan,
green beans &
garden salad

 (217) 251-2636 (217) 251-2636
116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL  (West side of the square) 

 Carry-out & delivery ONLY Carry-out & delivery ONLY

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Paris residents gave 52 units 
of blood during the April 27 
blood draw.

Donor Richard Marlow 

was recognized for achieving 
the 27-gallon level, and Janet 
Weston was a first-time donor.

Bell Ridge Christian 
Church provided the can-
teen. Lions Club helpers 

Red Cross collects 52 units at April drive

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — To 
allow Illinois residents to en-
gage in some outdoor activi-
ties, the Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
re-opened select state parks, 
recreation areas, fish and 
wildlife areas and trails on Fri-
day, May 1. Visitors to the re-
opened sites will be required 
to comply with social dis-
tancing guidelines and other 
COVID-19 best practices.

The IDNR sites now are 
listed below. All other IDNR 
sites — including state histor-
ic sites — will remain closed 
until further notice. 

Visitors to re-opened 
IDNR sites should bring al-
cohol-based hand sanitizer 
(containing at least 60 percent 
alcohol) and face coverings. 

Additional health and safe-
ty guidelines include: 
Practice social distancing 

by keeping at least six feet of 
distance between yourself 
and others;
Stay home if sick or feel-

ing any symptoms, such as 
fever, coughing, troubled 
breathing and/or other flu-
like symptoms;
Visit alone or with mem-

bers of your household;

Stay local; visit nearby 
parks
If crowds are forming, 

move to another area or re-
turn another time/day to 
visit; 
Cover coughs or sneezes 

with a tissue, then throw the 
tissue in the trash. Another 
option is to cough or sneeze 
into one’s upper arm/elbow.

Area sites now open are 
Clinton Lake State Recre-
ation Area, Eagle Creek State 
Park, Kickapoo State Recre-
ation Area and Wolf Creek 
State Park.

The re-opened sites will 
be open daily from sunrise 
until sunset. Visitors will be 
allowed to engage in activities 
such as wildlife observation, 
hiking, biking, equestrian use, 
fishing (both from the bank 
and boats) and mushroom 
collecting. Site visitor centers, 
campgrounds, playgrounds, 
beaches and concessions will 
remain closed.  

There will be no shelter 
reservations, interpretive ed-
ucational programs or special 
events until further notice.

To ensure the safety of all 
visitors, hunting — including 
spring turkey hunting — re-
mains suspended at all IDNR 
sites.

IDNR will reopen 
select outdoor sites

shoulders.
They beat their wings 

an average of 20 times per 
second, though while per-
forming a mating ritual they 
can beat their wings up to 100 
times per second.
A ruby-throated hummer 

weighs about 1/10 of an 
ounce (between 3 and 6 
grams) and the smallest of all 
types is the size of a bumble 
bee and lays eggs about the 
size of a pea. It is the calliope 
hummingbird found in the 
western United States.
The female does pretty 

much all of the work. She 
scouts for a suitable nesting 
area, builds the nest and then 
seeks a mate. Once she has 
mated with the successful 
candidate  — through an 
elaborate aerial dance on the 
part of the male — she takes 
off, builds her nest of plant fi-
bers bound together with spi-
der webs, lays her bean-sized 
eggs  — usually two or three 
at a time — sits on her eggs, 

later feeds the fledgling young 
and will often build another 
nest and lay a couple more 
fertile eggs before the original 
family is ready to take care of 
themselves. She will do all of 
this while feeding and fending 
for herself. She is the ultimate 
single super-mom.
Each mature humming-

bird will drink eight to 10 
times their weight per day, 
much of which is derived 
from the nectar they con-
stantly seek.

The hummers actually 
prefer plants for their nectar 
— including several annu-
als — so consider that when 
planning the flower garden or 
considering hanging planters 
for the patio.

Annuals that are attractive 
include petunias (singles), 
lantana, fuchsia, hanging 
geraniums (Balcony types are 
great), old-fashioned nicotine 
(the new hybrids have had 
the nectar bred out of them) 
and hanging begonias (sin-
gle). Vines that work include 
trumpet vine, honeysuckle 
and morning glory (annual).

Flowering shrubs include 
butterfly bush (buddle-
ia), honeysuckle, weigela, 
flowering quince and azaleas. 
Flowering trees like crabap-
ples, apples, pears, tulip tree 
and locusts.

There are several perennials 
that are also popular with the 
hummingbirds including reli-
ably winter-hardy perennials 
like bee balm (Monarda), 
veronica, columbine, cardinal 
flower (lobelia) and holly-
hocks.

Feeding hummingbirds 
would be a great science proj-
ect for elementary students 
who are at home due to the 
COVID-19 virus. Not only 
could they make the nectar 
— with parental supervision 
— but watch the feeders and 
the interaction of the birds, 
draw pictures of their favor-
ites and keep a journal of their 
work. Hummingbird feeders 
are available at any garden 
center.

(Nancy Zeman is the 
publisher and part-owner of 
The Prairie Press. Email her at 
nzeman@prairie press.net.)

HUMMERS
FROM PAGE 1B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MATTOON — Lake Land 
College still has openings for 
some of the online courses 
available during the three-
week intersession from May 
18 to June 3. These courses 
are a great way to earn trans-
ferable credits in a short time-
frame.

The classes with openings 
still available include Under-
standing Art, Biotechnolo-
gy in Society, Principles of 
Econ I (Macro), Principles 
of Econ II (Micro), Compo-
sition I, Physical Geography, 
Responding to Emergencies, 
Principles of Health, Histo-
ry/Culture of Third World, 
Intro to Film Appreciation, 
Statistics, Ethics, American 
National Government, Intro 
to Psychology, Strategies for 
Success and Introduction to 

Sociology.
Beginning May 18, Inter-

session offers students the 
opportunity to pick up a quick 
class or two while still having 
time to enjoy the summer. 
To begin the enrollment pro-
cess, those interested may 
visit lakelandcollege.edu/en-
roll. After completing a Laker 
Profile and Intent to Enroll, 
the student will receive a Wel-
come Letter in the mail about 
completing online New Stu-
dent Orientation and import-
ant student ID information.

Students attending other 
colleges may also take class-
es at Lake Land College as 
non-degree students. They 
must complete the Laker Pro-
file and Intent to Enroll, how-
ever they do not have to attend 
orientation or receive advise-
ment to register. As soon as 
the intent is processed, the 

Lake Land College classes available
student will receive a wel-
come packet in the mail 
with important informa-
tion regarding student ID 
and login information.

All Intersession courses 
will be offered online. For 
assistance, individuals can 
contact Counseling Ser-
vices at 217-234-5232 or 
email counsel@lakeland-
college.edu. All students 
are advised to begin the 
Financial Aid process for 
summer by completing the 
2019-2020 FAFSA at fafsa.
gov. Future students may 
also contact the financial 
aid office at financialaid@
lakelandcollege.edu.

Lake Land College is 
committed to providing a 
supportive enrollment pro-
cess to all new and return-
ing students in the virtual 
environment.

the present virus crisis. This 
coming Thursday is the 
National Day of Prayer. It is 
not a national holiday, but by 
law the president must sign 
a proclamation naming the 
first Thursday in May a day of 
prayer for the nation. Various 
non-governmental groups plan 
activities for the day. Surely this 
seems like a time when prayer 
for the nation is as important as 
it could ever be.

Now, those who see faith 

PASTOR
FROM PAGE 1B

Brad Cash, Norm Wilson 
and Ron Stickler assisted 
the Red Cross staff with 
the setup and teardown of 
equipment. Other volun-
teers were Vicki Wilson, 
Bev Weger and Nancy En-
glebright.

The next blood drive is 
May 18 at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall.

and science as enemies will dis-
miss the efforts of one or the 
other as meaningless.  Those in 
each group who realize there 
is probably more in creation 
that we don’t know than we 
do, are willing to accept help in 
the search for knowledge from 
wherever it might come. 

For those of us in the faith 
communities, prayer is a 
significant offering. We might 
certainly pray for individuals 
and their families who have 
contracted the disease as well 
as health care workers and first 
responders who are working to 
help them overcome it. Times 
of high stress are sometimes 
used by God to point humans 
to reflect on deeper matters, 
so we might pray for openness 
to consider whether there 
might be a need to adjust some 
priorities, individually and/or 
nationally. 

Perhaps our tendency to 
cast aside what some consider 
outdated religion has cast out 
the baby (Practicing a genuine 
faith in a God who is there) 
with the bath. This is some-
times called revival, but it is not 
an annual set of meetings, it is a 
God inspired renewal of faith. 
We should pray for supernatu-
ral intervention in physical and 
spiritual health on a personal 
and a national level, but let’s 
also pray for medical and 

biological researchers looking 
to understand and defeat this 
particular enemy. Science is a 
gift not to be wasted or belit-
tled, either.

Churches working together 
through the Paris Ministerial 
Fellowship will be praying 
throughout the day Thursday 
at the hours listed below. Each 
church will manage its own 
method of organizing prayer 
and managing social distanc-
ing. If there is a church leader 
whose church would like to 
participate, contact me at pas-
tor@nbcparis.org to be added 
to the schedule. Individuals 
can participate by contacting 
their pastor or a church serving 
during the time they are 
available.

Scheduled prayer services 
are: Antioch Faith Outreach, 
noon – 1 p.m.; First Church of 
the Nazarene, 1-2 p.m.; Paris 
Presbyterian, 2-3 p.m.; Lake 
Ridge Christian, 3-4 p.m.; Bell 
Ridge Christian, 4 –5 p.m.; 
Antioch Faith Outreach, 5 – 6 
p.m.; and New Beginnings, 
6 – 7 p.m.

(John Youngblood is pastor of 
New Beginnings Church at Par-
is. Email him at ybloodjohn@
gmail.com or leave a message 
at (217) 463-3964. Pastor’s 
Perspective is provided weekly by 
members of the Paris Ministerial 
Fellowship.)

Not advertising is like  
blowing kisses in the dark. 

You know what you’re doing,  
but no one else does!

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
217-921-3216

In print. Online. On-the-go.In print. Online. On-the-go.
Just the way you like it.



SATURDAY,  
May 2, 2020 3B

CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

	  
116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL
(217) 465-8455

   Steve Benefiel R.PH                  Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

ATTENTION    ATTENTION     ATTENTIONATTENTION    ATTENTION     ATTENTION
Beginning Thursday, March 19, Pearmans Pharmacy will be offering drive-thru, curbside delivery, or home delivery. The staff will be on 

hand during the same business hours, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. by telephone or at the drive-thru. Call 465-8455 to place orders or for questions.
For those who may need fittings for C-Pap, braces, etc., 

please call the store for a screening.
Walk-ins at the Paris Clinic Pharmacy will not be available beginning

 Thursday, March 19. The pharmacy will offer delivery and curbside pick-up.
 Call 465-4114 for orders or questions. Curbside pickup will be on the west side

 of the hospital. The doors will be locked but the pharmacy has
 received permission to bring orders to customers.

An unexpected side effect
How pandemics spurred cities of the 19th century to make more green space for people

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

Cholera tore through New 
York City in the summer of 
1832, leaving its victims with 
sunken eyes, blue skin, severe 
diarrhea, nausea and vomiting. 
It swept from its origin in Asia 
and then made its way across 
Europe before arriving at New 
York’s shores. It only took a 
matter of weeks for cholera to 
claim the lives of more than 
3,500 of the city’s 250,000 cit-
izens (at a similar death rate, 
the fatalities in New York City 
would top 118,000 in 2020).

When cholera returned for 
a second round in 1849, the 
death toll exceeded 5,000 in 
the city. Throughout the 1800s, 
recurring cholera outbreaks 
left an indelible mark not only 

in terms of death counts but 
in spurring urban design ele-
ments such as wide boulevards 
and parks that transformed 
New York and other major cit-
ies into the iconic metropolises 
we know today. 

Nineteenth-century cities 
were crowded, filthy plac-
es that provided the perfect 
breeding ground for diseases 
such as cholera. While gar-
bage, animal manure and hu-
man waste flowed freely into 
drinking water sources, it was 
the pungent cocktail of odors 
they produced that many med-
ical professionals blamed for 
spreading disease. 

Public health officials ad-
hered to an idea dating back to 
the Middle Ages that infectious 
diseases were primarily caused 

by noxious vapors known as 
miasma emitted from rotting 
organic matter. Miasma theo-
ry proponents advocated for 
better ventilation, drainage and 
sanitary practices to rid cities of 
foul-smelling, malevolent air. 
City leaders in New York, for 
instance, responded to cholera 
outbreaks by banishing 20,000 
pigs from the heart of the city 
and constructing a 41-mile 
aqueduct system that deliv-
ered clean drinking water from 
north of the city. 

“The fear of miasma proba-
bly made the most significant 
impact on the built environ-
ment in the wake of cholera 
and yellow fever epidemics,” 
said Sara Jensen Carr, an as-
sistant professor of architec-
ture, urbanism and landscape 

at Northeastern University. 
“Chiefly, it drove massive 
infrastructural initiatives in 
emerging cities, such as the 
installation of underground 
wastewater systems. That infra-
structure in turn often meant 
the streets above them were 
made straighter and wider, 
as well as paved over so they 
could more easily be washed 
down at the end of the day so 
piles of waste would not emit 
miasmic gases. Marshy areas of 
cities were also filled in, which 
allowed for the expansion of 
industry and housing as well.”

Carr, author of the forth-
coming book “The Topogra-
phy of Wellness: Health and 
the American Urban Land-
scape,” said while the famil-
iar city street grid dates back 

to Ancient Rome, it grew in 
popularity because of the in-
frastructure improvements 
implemented in reaction to 
pandemics. Long, straight 
thoroughfares eliminated the 
pooling of fetid water in road 
curves and allowed for the in-
stallation of long drinking wa-
ter and sewer pipes. 

Another miasma theory 
devotee, landscape architect 
Frederick Law Olmsted, advo-
cated for the healing powers of 
parks, which he believed could 
act like urban lungs as, “outlets 
for foul air and inlets for pure 
air.” 

“His writing often references 
the importance of large open 
spaces to allow people to ac-
cess fresh air and sunlight, and 

LIONEL FRANKLIN ARTIS WAS A FORCE FOR RIGHT

Special to The Prairie Press

The Spink Arms Hotel built in 1919 was renamed the Lionel Franklin Artis Center for his contributions to the city of Indianap-
olis during his life time.

I am getting spoiled 
on home cookin’, that is 
spelled without the g. 

Home 
cookin’ is 
special in 
my book 
because 
it means 
nothin’ 
is better 
spelled 
without 
the g. The 
g in some 
words 
means it is just good, but 
not terrific, kind of like 
fine instead of spectacular. 
It has something to do 
with the old-fashioned 
idea of saying what it 
means instead of spelling it 
out very precisely because 
it has to have somethin’ 
special about the food. 

It doesn’t have to be 
gourmet and fancy stuff 
but it has to be fillin’ and 
especially tasty. I kinda feel 
like a red-neck farmer bein’ 
stuck on the farm most 
days, and I ain’t gonna 
apologize for the way I say 
things. 

Some of the best meals 
can be made with just the 
right amount of plain stuff 
like taters, maters, green 
beans, noodles, home-
made gravy and real meat 
such as pork, beef, chicken 
and turkey. I like pies that 
are messy with a little 
extra juicy goo and the 
crust a little flaky and not a 
perfect example of what it 
would look like bought at a 
store. A cake that is a little 
crumbly, or even lop-sid-
ed, is still acceptable, 
because in most cases, that 
is a sure sign it’s gonna be 
more than good.

When Rosie and I were 
first married she had to 
learn to cook from scratch 
since she didn’t get much 
practice from home. She 
wasn’t afraid to try things, 
which led to a lot of excit-
ing eating.

I really was ready to 
eat anything she cooked 

Nothin’ 
beats 
home 
cookin’

See STANLEY, Page 4B

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See PARKS, Page 4B

BY DANNY BRISENO
dnl.briseno@gmail.com

Segregation is a stain on the shirt of 
time here in the United States of Ameri-
ca. Small communities all over were rid-
dled with it, including Edgar County. 

From stories of the county sheriff 
standing at the bus stop in Chrisman 
telling anyone of color to get back on 
the bus to the local notebook registry of 
local Ku Klux Klan members that is hid-
den in someone's collection here in Par-
is, segregation was unfortunately alive 
and booming.

The Civil Rights era was a time of 
massive protest. People of color march-
ing in peace wanting the same rights as 
any other American. Everyone remem-
bers the big names like Martin Luther 
King Jr. and Malcolm X.  The ones no 
one remembers are those from small 
town USA.

On Dec. 3, 1895, in the little town of 
Paris, Noah and Edna Artis gave birth to 
their first son Lionel Franklin Artis. He 
grew up in Paris until the early 1900s. 

His mother and father moved him to 
Indianapolis, Indiana, where he went to 
school.  When World War I broke out 
Lionel did what most men did and an-
swered the call to fight for the beloved 
United States. While in the service of his 
country, Artis studied in Beaune, France.  

After his return to the states, Artis 
went to school at Butler University and 
then transferred to the University of 
Chicago. He earned his bachelor's de-
gree and went on to earn his master’s 
degree at Indiana University in 1941. He 
returned to Indianapolis after complet-
ing his education, married the love of 
his life and began to write his own name 
into the history books. 

His involvement with Civil Rights 
started before he went to college. He 

Civil Rights pioneer born in Paris

Special to The Prairie Press 

Lionel Franklin Artis was born in Paris but made his mark fighting segregation 
and discrimination at Indianapolis. He was actively involved with the broader 
community and served on boards and committees for numerous public and civic 
organizations.See ARTIS, Page 4B

BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

Sunday, May 5, is Cinco 
De Mayo, a holiday rooted 
in Mexican history that has 
been adopted by millions of 
Americans, both Latino and 
non-Latino. The holiday is 
actually celebrated more in 
the United States than in 
Mexico.

The holiday honors 
the Mexican victory over 
the French at the battle of 
Puebla May 5, 1862. The 
improbable victory is a 
cherished moment in the 
history of Mexico and is of-
ten confused by Americans 
as a Mexican Independence 
Day. 

The battle of Puebla was a 
bright spot in an otherwise 
dismal period for Mexico. 
Saddled with crushing debt 
and political instability, 
Mexico endured 36 chang-
es in presidency between 
1833 and 1855 and was 
threatened with revolt even 
during its war with America 
from 1846-48. The legend-
ary Santa Anna ruled Mexi-
co 11 times before his death 
in 1876. 

By 1861, Mexico was 
heavily in debt to Europe-
an powers such as Britain, 
France and Spain, who al-
lied for a military interven-
tion to recoup the monies 
owed to them. France, how-
ever, was the most enthusi-
astic, as Napoleon wanted 
to conquer Mexico and 
re-affirm a global empire. 
Britain and Spain eventually 
negotiated with the Mexi-
cans and left soon after real-
izing French intent.  

Mexico was little match 
for the powerful French 
army, one of the strongest 
in the world, and suffered 
from lack of manpower, 
equipment, and financial 
resources. As some 6,000 
French troops and 2,000 
loyalists advanced on Mex-
ico City, they approached 
the city of Puebla, where a 
hastily assembled force of 
4,000 Mexicans awaited.

The Mexican defenders 
included many farmers car-
rying hunting rifles and ma-
chetes, among other inferi-
or arms. Still, the Mexicans 
were atop a steep hill, with a 
ditch and brick wall as extra 
protection.  A short artillery 
bombardment failed, so the 
French command reckless-
ly ordered a frontal assault, 
which was summarily re-
pulsed. 

Two other charges also 
failed before the Mexicans 
counter-attacked, and the 
French forces eventually 
retreated with losses ex-
ceeding 500 men. Four days 
later, Mexican President 
Benito Juarez declared Cin-
co De Mayo as an annual 
national holiday.

The smashing win at 
Puebla, however, did not 
affect the outcome of the 
French intervention, which 
eventually carried the na-
tion for Napoleon. The 
French leader installed 
Maximillian, the Archduke 
of Austria, as Emperor of 
Mexico.

The United States, preoc-
cupied with the Civil War, 
had done little to halt Na-
poleon’s advance. A number 
of ex-Confederates settled 
in colonies in Mexico after 
the Civil War. Among them 

Cinco de 
Mayo is 
celebrated 
most in US

See HOLIDAY, Page 4B
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10% 
OFF

All Mexican Beers (Corono, Modelo, Tecate, Victoria, Dos Equis) 
All Tequilla (Jose Cuervo, Don Julio, 1800, Patron, El Mayor) 

MON-TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI-SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN          12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

ON SALE May 1-7

Drive-up window AVAILABLE

SPECIALS

Bud/Lt  24 pk cans 

 $16.94
Keystone/Lt 30 pk

 $14.99
Admiral Nelson 1.75ml

 $15.99
Christian Bro. Brandy

$12.99
Makers Mark 750ml

$30.29
Angels Envy 750ml 

$55.31

All Old Bakery 4pk

 $8.99
Cuervo Authentic 1.75ml

$14.99
Destihl 6pk  

$8.99
Black Fly 4pk 

 $7.99

Retail Retail MeatMeat  

CustomCustom

Butchering
Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

   Great for the

GGRILLRILL!!
Tenderized Chicken
www.edgarcountylocker.com

Footlongs  Footlongs  $2.00

(217) 465-5812
309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

SpecialsSpecials  
                         start Monday

Reopening Monday, May 4Reopening Monday, May 4thth

Curbside Pickup Daily  11-9 

  

Chicken Strips, Fries & DrinkChicken Strips, Fries & Drink    
$7.99

Back for the Season:  Chicken Salad & Banana Split

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

$750BASE FEE

60,000 CASES

5 IllInoIS oFFICES

PlUS FIlInG FEE

SInGlE CH7

PAYMEnT PlAnS

ILLINOIS’ LARGEST BANKRUPTCY
ONLY LAW FIRM

We are a debt relief agency. We help
people file for bankruptcy relief under

the Bankruptcy Code.

WWW.BCYHELP.COM

OSTLING &
ASSOCIATES

FREE ConSUlTATIon

345-2525
Toll FREE 844-593-4203Lars Eric Ostling

opposed segregation and after 
moving back to Indianapolis 
worked with Robert Briken-
burr to fight the building of an 
all-black high school. Unfor-
tunately, that fight failed and 
in 1922 Crispus Attucks High 
School was built.  

Artis went on to manage 
the first community housing 
complex known as Lockefield 
Gardens. He was manager 
there from 1937 to 1967. He 
went on to organize the Flan-
ner House Homes. These were 
single and duplex dwellings for 
black families. Even though he 
organized this housing project 
it was against all he believed.

Always active in the com-
munity, Artis never stopped 
the fight for equality. He vol-
unteered on every committee 
he possibly could — a total of 
23 organizations in all. Some 
of them included the Indianap-
olis Urban League, the YMCA, 
The Community Health As-
sociation, The Community 
Service Council of Metropol-
itan Indianapolis, Meals on 
Wheels, Girl Scouts, Commu-
nity Action Against Poverty 
and many more. 

Artis had many accomplish-
ments during his career, which 
included: Introducing the first 
Boy Scout troop to the histor-
ic Senate Avenue YMCA; and 

working with James Weldon 
Johnson to get King  Nana 
Amoah III of the Fastis in the 
Gold Coast of Africa to visit 
Indianapolis on his trip across 
the United States visiting black 
communities. Perhaps his 
biggest accomplishment was 
being named Man of the Year 
by the B’nai B’rith Lodge 58. 
He was also named the Most 
Wanted Man by the Commu-
nity Service Council. 

Indianapolis honored Artis 
by naming a building after him. 
The building that still stands 
today as the Spink Arms Hotel, 
but it is also known as the Lio-
nel F. Artis Center. 

Artis never stopped fighting 
to end segregation throughout 
his life and wanted equality to 
one day be the normal for most 
of the United States. He died 
Sept. 1, 1971. His wife, Sue, 
died in 1981. They raised four 
children in their life.

Looking at the United States 
of America today, Artis would 
be thrilled to see his dream of 
non-segregation with equali-
ty for all being practiced. Yes, 
there are still some places 
where it is like walking into the 
past, but those places are few 
and far between. 

The world Artis grew up in 
is drastically different than the 
world of now. The change was 
for the better and one could 
only imagine the smile on his 
face.

ARTIS
FROM PAGE 3B

discusses how air could be 
‘disinfected’ by sun and foli-
age,” Carr said. Planning for 
Central Park, designed by 
Olmsted and Calvert Vaux, 
began in the immediate after-
math of New York’s second 
cholera outbreak. Thanks to 
the success of that project, Ol-
msted, whose first child had 
died of cholera, went on to 
design more than 100 public 
parks and recreation grounds 
including those in Boston, 
Buffalo, Chicago and Detroit. 

As cholera roared through 
London in 1854 and took the 
lives of approximately 10,000 
of its residents, British physi-
cian John Snow mapped in-

stances of the disease in one 
neighborhood and found a 
connection not to contami-
nated air, but to a public well 
contaminated by leaking 
sewage. That same year, Ital-
ian anatomist Filippo Pacini, 
isolated the bacterium that 
caused cholera, but it was de-
cades before the discovery 
was widely accepted. 

In the interim, raw sewage 
continued to overflow into 
the River Thames, and in the 
summer of 1858 it caused the 
Great Stink, an odor so repug-
nant it forced the closure of 
the Houses of Parliament and 
the construction of a modern 
sewer system that transport-
ed the city’s waste far enough 
away from London that the 
river’s tides took it out to 

sea. In addition, the muddy 
shorelines of the Thames were 
narrowed and replaced with 
embankments with riverside 
roads and gardens.

Across the English Chan-
nel, Emperor Napoleon III 
came to power in France in 
1848 amid a cholera outbreak 
that took the lives of approxi-
mately 19,000 Parisians. An 
admirer of the parks and gar-
den squares of London, the 
nephew of Napoleon Bona-
parte sought to remake Paris 
in the wake of the pandemic. 

“Let us open new streets, 
make the working-class quar-
ters, which lack air and light, 
healthier and let the beneficial 
sunlight reach everywhere 
within our walls,” he declared. 

Under the direction of Bar-

on Georges-Eugène Hauss-
mann, French authorities tore 
down 12,000 buildings, built 
tree-lined boulevards and 
parks, erected fountains and 
installed an elaborate sewage 
system that transformed Paris 
into the modern-day City of 
Light. 

“Haussmann’s plans were 
in part designed to bring fresh 
air and light into the dense 
urban grid, and were cited as 
such when inspiring the plans 
of Chicago and Washington, 
D.C.,” Carr said, “but it should 
also be noted that Hauss-
mann’s long boulevards were 
also a convenient way to elim-
inate blighted housing, facil-
itate surveillance and deploy 
military quickly to all corners 
of the city.”

PARKS
FROM PAGE 3B

because when I worked hard 
on the farm I looked forward 
to dinner time in the middle 
of the day as a break from the 
action, and I was always willing 
to eat her offerings. Usually she 
corrected her failures before I 
knew anything about what it 
was supposed to taste like. 

Down through the years 
she always looked at me with 
a hidden smile as she antic-
ipated how I liked what she 
put on the table. My answer 
many times was, “What is it 
supposed to taste like?”

I always was unsure of how 
well I liked something if I 
thought I didn’t recognize the 
taste. Case in point, the other 
day she made cookies, and 
she said it was a new recipe 
that didn’t call for any butter 
or milk. She added butter and 
milk, and I tasted a cookie. I 
was a little puzzled about how 
I liked those few bites, and I 
finally asked, “What kind of 
cookies are they supposed to 
be?” 

As soon as she said, “Wal-
nut, can’t you see the nuts?” I 
knew they tasted a little nutty, 
but I don’t usually inspect any-

STANLEY
FROM PAGE 3B

Special to The Prairie Press

Lockefield Gardens at Indianapolis as it stood in the days when 
Paris born civil rights activist Lionel Franklin Artis managed 
them.

was Gen. Sterling Price, of 
Missouri, who lived on 640 
acres west of Vera Cruz in the 
attractive colony of Carlota, 
named for Maximilian’s spir-
ited wife. 

The Maximilian regime 
was seemingly doomed from 
the start, as the new emperor 
faced stiff Liberal opposition. 
Though he embraced many 
forms of Mexican culture in his 
grand mansion outside Mexico 
City and pledged his allegiance 
to his new homeland, Maxi-
milian quickly lost popularity. 
The United States, now free 
of the Civil War, demanded 
French evacuation, and sup-
port among the French public 
was also eroding. 

In 1866, France began to 
withdraw its troops, leaving 

HOLIDAY
FROM PAGE 3B

Maximilian with badly out-
numbered forces. The emper-
or was eventually captured 
and executed by firing squad 
on June 19, 1867. Carlota, 
having failed in attempts to 
find European support, de-
scended into madness and 
died in Belgium in 1927.

Today, Cinco De Mayo is an 
important day on the calendar 
in Puebla, where mass cele-
brations are held. Neighbor-
ing Mexican states also honor 
the holiday, and many streets 
across Mexico are named “Cin-
co De Mayo.”

Still, the holiday is much 
more popular in the United 
States and is marked in nu-
merous American cities, not 
just those along the border. 
Alcohol flows freely in many 
of these celebrations, and pa-
rades, costumes and music also 
dominate the day.

thing that closely. She tells 
me every day that I kinda 
look at something but fail to 
see the goodies. I decided 
as soon as she said walnuts, 
they were very tasty, but 
she was disappointed 
with them, and my tasting 
technique.

Rosie gets a little tired of 
cooking, even though she 
likes to cook, but going for 
weeks without eating out 
has left her with a hankering 
for a sit down dinner that 
someone else has cooked 
with no clean up and no 
dish-washing attached to it. 
I believe our electric dish-
washer feels the same way. 

We are not fond of fast 
food pick up and eat in 
a car lunches. We didn’t 
prefer them when we 
had to do that for many 
years while we were not 
working on our own farm. 
We also miss seeing our 
classmates that we usually 
have monthly dinners 
or suppers with. We also 
miss aggravating, in a nice 
way, the wait staff at the 
local restaurants. We never 
know who we are going to 
meet at those places and 
can catch up with perti-
nent information and local 
gossip with them.

Well, we are ready to eat 
out again, and I don’t mean 
exactly at a picnic table 
and our own grilled food 
with our family again as we 
camp. Maybe we can sneak 
away and do the camping 
thing again even if it is in 
our own backyard. 

I guess I will have to 
fix up our old picnic table 
again and get out the big 
old grill that I have hidden 
in the barn. Any way I still 
love home cookin’ without 
the g.

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at  rogerstan-
ley769@yahoo.com) 
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Treang minor, non-emergency health condions  

362 days a year. 
(Closed Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas) 

1 Phipps Lane, Paris (across from the industrial park) 

Mon−Fri: 9am to 7pm 
Weekends: 10am to 6pm  

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

In times of crisis, including 
during the global COVID-19 
pandemic, there’s a line for 
each of us between being 
well-informed and having too 
much information (reaching 
the point where every headline 
is anxiety-inducing and doesn’t 
change the calculus on how 
to stay healthy and safe). The 
threshold is different for each 
of us. While being up to date 
on the latest stats and press 
briefings may help one person 
feel knowledgeable and pre-
pared, staying apprised of all 
the latest updates may severely 
ratchet up someone else’s anx-
iety.

And let’s face it: This infor-
mation is coming at us all day 
long. Our newspapers, news 
feeds and inboxes are over-
flowing with reports about the 

COVID-19 pandemic — in-
cluding how many have tested 
positive or died from it, what 
the curve looks like, how poor-
ly prepared we were for it, how 
the economy is in free fall from 
it, reports of what we can no 
longer do and on and on the 
stories go. 

While some of these reports 
are delivering life-saving in-
formation, it is important to 
recognize that consuming too 
much and too often can breed 
unhealthy fear, anxiety and ag-
itation.

When we’re subjected to a 
continuous influx of disturb-
ing or alarming news, research 
shows information overload 
can easily and insidiously upset 
our emotional equilibrium. A 
2017 survey by the American 
Psychological Association 
involving 3,440 adults in the 
United States found that 56 

percent of people reported fol-
lowing the news closely caused 
them stress. That data comes 
from before the novel corona-
virus was on our radar; back 
then, participants pointed to 
social divisiveness and political 
uncertainties as stress-induc-
ing topics in the news.

That same year, Steven 
Stosny, a therapist in private 
practice in the Washington, 
D.C., area and author of “Soar 
Above: How to Use the Most 
Profound Part of Your Brain 
Under Any Kind of Stress,” 
wrote an op-ed for The Wash-
ington Post describing what he 
calls Headline Stress Disorder. 

He noted: “For many peo-
ple, continual alerts from news 
sources, blogs, social media 
and alternative facts feel like 
missile explosions in a siege 
without end. In my Washing-
ton area–based practice, wom-

en seem especially vulnerable 
to headline stress disorder.”

There is some evidence 
women may be more affected 
by this negative news paradigm 
than men. A study published 
in PLoS One found that after 
reading real negative news, 
women are better at remem-
bering it for longer than men 
are. The study found women 
also have more enduring phys-
iological responses — namely, 
a greater rise in cortisol in re-
sponse to a stressful activity the 
next day — from the exposure 
to negative media reports. 

In a commentary article in 
the March 2020 issue of the 
journal Health Psychology, a 
group of psychologists warned 
that repeated media exposure 
to news about the COVID-19 
pandemic could present a risk 
of psychological distress on 
its own. The mental health 

professionals reviewed several 
studies suggesting that repeat-
ed media exposure to commu-
nity crises can lead to increased 
anxiety and heightened stress 
responses that can cause harm-
ful downstream health effects, 
including symptoms that are 
similar to post-traumatic stress 
disorder. 

“With repeated media ex-
posure, there’s a psychological 
reaction and a physiological 
reaction where your fight-or-
flight response is activated,” ex-
plains lead author Dana Rose 
Garfin, an assistant adjunct 
professor in the Sue and Bill 
Gross School of Nursing at 
the University of California in 
Irvine. “When you’re continu-
ously exposed to it, your body 
is staying in that heightened 
stress response and that can 
trigger anxiety, depression and 
post-traumatic stress symp-

toms.”
Even in the short-term, that 

information overload can be 
difficult to process, making 
it harder to complete day-to-
day tasks and make decisions 
effectively, explains Lise Van 
Susteren, a psychiatrist in pri-
vate practice in Washington, 
D.C., and co-author of the 
book “Emotional Inflamma-
tion: Discover Your Triggers 
and Reclaim Your Equilibrium 
During Anxious Times.” 

“A deluge of negative or 
alarming information can rev 
up anxiety; leave you in a state 
of fear, despair or anger; or up-
set your emotional equilibrium 
in subtler but equally damag-
ing ways,” said Van Sustern.

The threshold of infor-
mation overload varies from 
one person to another, so it 
is important for each of us to 

Informed, or overwhelmed?
Strategies for staying current on news while also avoiding information burnout during a global pandemic

See INFORMED, Page 6B

CORONAVIRUS ANTIBODY TESTS LOOK AT THE BLOOD

Special to The Prairie Press

Healthcare workers in Chicago assess a patient who is being tested for COVID-19 virus at a drive-thru testing site in Cook 
County, one of the virus hot spots in the U.S. Testing in Illinois is increasing in most areas but drive-through testing to deter-
mine if someone has the virus is limited to larger cities while rural testing has been lagging behind.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.khn.org

After hearing for months about seri-
ous access issues involving tests that di-
agnose COVID-19 based on swabs from 
the nose or throat, Americans are being 
inundated with reports about promising 
new tests that look for signs of infection 
in the blood.

There are high hopes for these anti-
body tests, which detect proteins that 
form in blood as part of the body’s im-
mune response to an invading virus. 
Communities across the U.S. have been 
rolling out the results of serological sur-
veys that examine blood samples from 
people who haven’t been diagnosed with 
COVID-19 to see if they were, in fact, 
previously infected.

The thinking is, if there are blood 
markers that can detect when people 
have been infected, such tests should be 
able to tell us how widely the novel coro-
navirus has spread. And equally optimis-
tic: those same antibodies could convey 
immunity to the disease, signaling some-
one is safe from re-infection and able to 
get back to work.

Such high hopes, however, are run-
ning smack into the roadblocks of reality.

Infectious disease experts are raising 
pointed questions about the reliability of 
the early tests and the studies that hinge 
on their results. And they warn that state 
and local governments — as well as in-
dividuals — should be wary of shaping 
policy or changing behavior based on 
any single report.

In the sharpest caution to date, 
officials with the World Health 

Antibody tests not perfected

See ANTIBODIES, Page 6B

In times of emergency, 
misperceptions can prove 
deadly. That's certainly the 

case today, 
amid 
wide-
spread 
belief that 
coronavi-
rus mainly 
threatens 
older 
Ameri-
cans.

In 
reality, 

those of any age suffering 
from an underlying health 
condition are at significant 
risk of complications from 
COVID-19. And when 
these patients fail to take 
proper precautions, they 
put their own lives — and 
the health of millions of 
people — in jeopardy. 

By and large, younger 
Americans have been 
the slowest to respond to 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Many in this group 
continue to frequent bars, 
attend parties, travel and 
eat in restaurants, especially 
outside major cities where 
most establishments are 
now closed. 

This response is partly 
the result of a misunder-
standing. The Centers for 
Disease Control specifi-
cally highlighted the threat 
COVID-19 posed to older 
individuals and those with 
pre-existing chronic con-
ditions. Many Americans 
felt they didn't fall under 
this warning. For them, it 
conjured distant images of 
90-year-olds on ventilators. 

But the health condi-
tions that can complicate 
COVID-19 aren't unique 
to the elderly. Heart 
disease, hypertension, 
diabetes, lung disease and 
asthma all impact younger 
and middle-aged people, 
too. 

For instance, nearly four 
in five Americans with 
heart disease are younger 
than 65. More than a one 
in three in their 40s or 50s 
have high blood pressure. 
And roughly one in six of 

Correcting 
this faulty 
belief will 
save lives

KENNETH
THORPE
GUEST 
COLUMN

See THORPE, Page 6B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — 
Older Illinoisans are 
among those most at risk 
for health complications 
related to COVID-19.  
The state’s posture to in-
crease safety for residents 
and first responders has 
visually changed the land-
scape.  

The Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health 
(IDPH), along with part-
ners from Illinois Depart-
ment on Aging (IDoA), 
Office of the Illinois State 
Fire Marshal (OSFM), Il-
linois State Police (ISP) 
and the Illinois Sheriffs’ 
Association want to re-
mind residents of the 
following safety measure 
put in place in light of 
COVID-19.

Police, fire and EMS 
personnel conducting re-
quested wellness checks 
on seniors, the disabled 
or any other resident will 
be dressed in proper per-
sonal protective equip-
ment (PPE) that has been 
deemed appropriate by 
their local jurisdiction. 
This change in appearance 
is a safety precaution. The 
PPE is designed to protect 
the resident and first re-
sponders. 

It’s also important to 
keep in mind that all first 
responders should be able 
to present proper identifi-
cation. 

“Seniors should not feel 
anxious about answering 
the door as proper precau-
tions are being taken by 
first responders to ensure 
the safety of residents and 
themselves,” said Matt Pe-
rez, state fire marshal. “If 
someone still feels unsafe 
opening the door, they 
can communicate through 
a glass door or window to 
let the responders know 
they are well. Rest as-
sured, the person may be 
unrecognizable under all 
the protective gear, but is 
still the same dedicated 
individual in uniform that 
is always in their commu-
nity protecting citizens.” 

Wellness 
checks are 
safe during 
COVID-19
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ALL NEW FORD VEHICLES 
SOLD AT INVOICE OR 

BELOW EVERYDAY

FOR SALES SEE
Aarin Lien & Tom Wilson

765-832-3564
jacksoncars.com

335 So. 3rd St.
Clinton, IN

 2015 Ford Fusion 
Hybrid SE

$11,325

 2018 Ford Fusion
SE

$19,475

2016 Chevrolet Trax
LT

$13,300

2019 Ford Fusion
SE

$19,995

2014 Ford Flex
SEL

$9,297

2016 Ford F-150
XLT

$24,889

Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5:30–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

NOW STREAMING
24 HOURS A DAY!

Listen online at
wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook! P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service
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  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County BeautifulSat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

SAVE $2SAVE $2
FIX-A-FLAT®

Tire Sealant
Valid April 30 - May 27, 2020

SavingsSavings

Gone digital! 
www.prairiepress.net

Subscribe Today!

identify our own informa-
tion-related tipping point and 
protect ourselves from going 
over our personal edge. But 
how does one know when too 
much is really too much?

 
LIMIT INFORMATION INTAKE

It is possible to moderate the 
amount of alarming news by 
creating a media diet: Set limits 
on how frequently one checks 
news feeds or social media by 
reading or listening to the news 
in the  morning or evening and 
avoid it the rest of the day. Pay 
attention to recommenda-
tions from authoritative health 
groups, like the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC), and from local 
public officials, like a governor 
to protect self and family.

Marjorie E. Weishaar, a clin-
ical professor of psychiatry and 
human behavior at the Alpert 
Medical School of Brown Uni-
versity in Providence, Rhode 
Island, has done research in-
vestigating cognitive risk fac-
tors for suicide. She said it is 
important to stay informed 
with useful news. 

“But we don’t need to keep 
a scorecard of how many are 
ill or dying in order to protect 
ourselves,” said Weishaar.

It is true the information is 
still changing, but most people 
do not need hourly updates.

“Reading the news in the 
morning or watching it at night 
should give you the updates 
you need,” said Garfin. 

Whatever information-lim-
iting strategy a person selects, 
think of it as a healthy form 
of self-care that can foster 
self-preservation.

USE CRITICAL THINKING
There’s no question about 

it: Some pieces of distressing 
news are worth paying atten-
tion to. But other are not — 
especially if they’re biased, 
distorted or not factually true. 
That is why it is smart to fact-
check the information and try 
to view an issue from multiple 
angles,

“Don’t just take it at face val-
ue,” said Weishaar says. “Crit-
ical thinking is the art of ana-
lyzing and evaluating thinking 
with a view to improving it.”

As a side benefit, doing this 
will slow down — and perhaps 
temper — an emotional re-
sponse to the news. 

Think of it as similar to call-
ing a time-out during a basket-
ball game when the opposing 
team goes on a scoring streak 
— it is a chance to pause and 
regroup. And in this case, in-

terrupt the runaway emotions 
one is experiencing by asking 
some key questions, such as: 
What is the source of this infor-
mation? Is it reliable or biased? 
What evidence is presented to 
support the claims that are be-
ing made?

Process the facts and then 
analyze the information, break-
ing it down into different com-
ponents and examining the 
issues from various sides.

REFRAME THINKING
It is not just the news one 

reads or hears that can be 
stressful. It is also the way a 
person thinks about what he 
or she has learned. As far as the 
latter component goes, person-
al thinking style can ratchet 
up stress levels or help dial it 
down. For example, reading 
an article about how long the 
coronavirus can live in respira-

tory particles that are expelled 
may be downright alarming. 
But stopping to remember that 
one is taking precautions rec-
ommended by various health 
groups as best as possible and 
that can calm the emotional 
reaction to what one has read 
or heard. 

Reframing personal 
thoughts is a positive step. In-
stead of being anxious and sad 
about all the lifestyle changes 
needed to remain safe, try to 
be grateful those steps provide 
protection for individuals and 
the community.   

“Acknowledging what you 
are grateful for helps neutral-
ize anxiety by directing your 
attention outward, bringing 
not only comfort but a greater 
sense of being in control,” said 
Van Sustern, adding, that is a 
powerful antidote to feelings 
of isolation, frustration and un-

certainty.

LOOK FOR THE GOOD NEWS
If one consciously seeks sto-

ries about what’s improving in 
the world, including how peo-
ple are going to extraordinary 
lengths to help others, how 
companies are working to meet 
the demands of this crisis, and 
more, the sense of helplessness 
can be replaced with a dose of 
hope. Even reading uplifting 
anecdotes or stories posted 
by friends on social media can 
boost the spirits. “When you 
redirect your attention toward 
something more constructive 
and positive, the first thing 
that happens is your mood im-
proves,” Weishaar said. “This 
is an extremely difficult time 
— we’ve never experienced 
anything like this — but in the 
midst of this, there are positive 
aspects to life.”

INFORMED
FROM PAGE 5B

Organization warned April 
18 against plans for proposed 
immunity passports, allowing 
people who have recovered 
from the coronavirus to resume 
unrestricted travel and work.

“There is currently no evi-
dence that people who have 
recovered from COVID-19 
and have antibodies are pro-
tected from a second infection,” 
the agency wrote in a scientific 
brief.

Even before the WHO 

ANTIBODIES
FROM PAGE 5B

those aged 45 to 64 have some 
form of diabetes. 

This means that many 
Americans who appear per-
fectly healthy actually fall with-
in the high-risk group. The 
failure to internalize this fact 
has already led to avoidable 
tragedy. As of March 16, one 
in five people hospitalized due 
to COVID-19 were aged 20 
to 44, and well over half were 
under the age of 65. 

It's time Americans come to 
grips with the unsettling truth 
about this pandemic. If chron-

ically ill patients of all ages 
don't take proper precautions, 
many will see their health 
deteriorate quickly.

Imagine a 34-year-old 
woman with Type 1 diabetes. 
Given that she's lived with her 
illness for years, she might not 
consider herself particularly 
high-risk. In response to the 
COVID-19 outbreak, she 
might exercise fewer precau-
tions than recommended. But 
the fact is, any fluctuations in 
glucose levels can weaken her 
immune system. 

If she acquires COVID-19, 
the disease could progress at 
an accelerated pace. At first, 

she might experience a fever 
and shortness of breath. With-
in a few days, her breathing 
could become so labored that 
she requires hospitalization. 
Soon, she may need a ventila-
tor. And if her case is severe, 
these measures may not be 
enough to save her life.

This risk isn't hypothetical. 
One recent analysis of 44,672 
confirmed COVID-19 cases 
in China —published in the 
Journal of the American 
Medical Association — put 
the death rate for patients with 
diabetes at 7.3 percent. That's 
more than three-times the 
overall case fatality rate. 

This warning also applies 
to the 45-year-old with 
high blood pressure and the 
50-year-old with heart disease. 
The same JAMA study found 
the death rate for patients with 
cardiovascular disease was 
10.5 percent. According to a 
separate report, 40 percent 
of those hospitalized from 
COVID-19 had some form of 
heart or vascular condition. 

It's time all patients with un-
derlying conditions adequately 
protected themselves — and 
others — from this deadly 
pandemic. Here's how: 
Regularly handwashing 

with soap for at least 20 sec-

onds — especially after sneez-
ing or coughing. If running 
water and soap isn't available, 
use hand sanitizer containing 
at least 60 percent alcohol. 
Avoid touching the eyes, 

nose or mouth. 
Stay at home and don’t 

make unnecessary trips. And 
work from home if possible.
If someone in the home 

is sick or has been in contact 
with a sick person, avoid 
them. 
Daily disinfect frequently 

touched surfaces in the home. 
If necessary to leave the 

home, remain at least six 
feet away from other people. 

No handshakes. No large 
gatherings. 
If one develops a fever 

or cough, contact a doctor as 
soon as possible. 

Make no mistake: These 
are extreme measures, and 
they will require sacrifice. But 
those with underlying con-
ditions who fail to heed this 
guidance — no matter their 
age — are putting their lives 
at risk and helping to spread 
this dangerous illness.

(Kenneth E. Thorpe is a pro-
fessor of health policy at Emory 
University and chairman of the 
Partnership to Fight Chronic 
Disease.)

THORPE
FROM PAGE 5B

weighed in, other experts were 
urging restraint in interpreting 
early results of antibody screen-
ing.

“The science is catching up,” 
said Liise-anne Pirofski, chief 
of the division of infectious 
diseases at the Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine and Mon-
tefiore Health System. “Our 
ability to make a test at the mo-
ment is much greater than our 
understanding of what those 
antibodies we are testing for 
mean.”

In the past few weeks, more 
than 180 academic centers, 
hospitals and private manufac-
turers have notified the federal 
Food and Drug Administration 

they intend to create serology 
tests for COVID-19, spokes-
person Stephanie Caccomo 
said in an email. They’ve been 
able to jump into the fray be-
cause the FDA in March re-
laxed regulations for develop-
ing tests as part of its emergency 
response to the pandemic.

But the FDA has not re-
viewed the vast majority of 
tests on the market, and their 
validity, particularly point-of-
care blood tests that promise 
rapid results within minutes, 
isn’t clear, said Michael Busch, 
director of the Vitalant Re-
search Institute and a professor 
of laboratory medicine at the 
University of California-San 

Francisco.
“Some of them have sensi-

tivities that are quite poor,” he 
said. “You may even miss some 
infected people completely.”

Other tests may flag peo-
ple as positive for COVID-19 
when they’re not infected. 
That’s especially true in regions 
of the country with little spread 
of the novel virus. If the prev-
alence of a disease is low, less 
than 5%, even an accurate test 
would yield a high number of 
false positive results because of 
the way such screening tools 
operate.

So when people see adver-
tisements for finger-prick an-
tibody tests becoming widely 

available at urgent care centers 
and medispas, they should 
think twice.

For one, antibody tests can’t 
be used to diagnose the disease. 
Antibodies may not be present 
in high enough levels to be de-
tected in the earliest days of an 
infection. And because there 
are several other known coro-
naviruses — including those 
that cause the common cold 
— people infected with those 
viruses could produce antibod-
ies that cross-react with those 
produced in response to the 
new virus.

Scientists still know too little 
about whether antibodies to 
COVID-19 convey immunity 
that could allow people to put 
away masks and halt social dis-
tancing, said Mary Hayden, di-
rector of the division of clinical 
microbiology at Rush Universi-
ty Medical Center in Chicago.

Immunity to a virus is a 
complicated process that takes 

place over one to two weeks, 
the WHO noted. The immune 
system makes antibodies in 
response to an infection. But 
the body also makes T-cells 
that recognize and eliminate 
other cells infected with the 
virus, creating what’s known as 
cellular immunity. Those two 
processes together may help a 
person recover and prevent re-
infection. But it is not yet clear 
whether cellular immunity is 
required to bolster recovery 
and prevent subsequent infec-
tion with COVID-19.

“We do not know whether 
or not the antibodies detected 
are protective,” Hayden told 
reporters last week on a call or-
ganized by the Infectious Dis-
eases Society of America. “We 
recommend that people with 
antibodies not change their be-
havior in any way.”

Scientists are hopingf uture 
studies may demonstrate im-
munity lasting one or two years.
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
bookkeeper@prairiepress.net

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer Sale. Insured, 
Free estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

Mulching, Planting
Painting and Power Washing
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Gary 217-264-6444

You Need the Following Done?
Mowing, clean gutters (up to 18 
ft), yard cleanup (leaves & brush), 
trim bushes. Call/text Sean at 
217-822-9318, leave name and 
number. Free Estimates.

Effingham Equity in Marshall is 
accepting applications for 
seasonal help for spring 2020 
planting season: 
• Seasonal Facility Labor
• Drivers with Class A CDL or 
individuals willing to obtain Class 
A CDL (If interested in obtaining 
CDL, please apply ASAP)
(If Interested in obtaining CDL, 
please apply ASAP) 
Retirees are encouraged to apply. 
To apply, please contact Marshall 
Equity at (217) 826-6331

CUSTOM APPLICATOR
Requirements: possess a CDL 
class A license; apply fertilizer 
and ag products through custom 
application equipment; blending, 
mixing, delivering loading and 
unloading of ag products; 
scout field for weed and insect 
problems; take soil samples; 
other duties as assigned.
For more information or to apply 
go to www.threeequity.com/
careers for application form or 
call Marshall Equity Office at 
217-826-6331

We are hiring full time/ part 
time help at the Alpaca farm 
in Marshall, IL. Prior work with the 
animal is a plus. Call 217-826-
3100 for an application.

Triple H is hiring for a full time 
secretary.
Job qualifications for secretary 
include but limited to :
Basic computer skills
Ability to follow directions
Experience with Excel and 
Quickbooks, (preferred buy 
necessary)
If Interested Fill out An 
Application at:
Triple H Grain Systems
321 Ashmore Rd Oakland
Questions call 217-346-2155

Help Wanted- need a handy man 
to build an outside deck. Call 
217-251-8982

Help Wanted- Highway 1 Deli 
at 401 N Main St, Paris will be 
holding open interviews on 
Monday May 4th at 10am to Noon 
and 5pm to 7pm. You must have 
a Food Handler’s Permit or be 
able to obtain one before starting. 
Training will begin on Wednesday 
May 6th.

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 

included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Affordable Senior Housing in 
Paris, IL. Rent based on income. 
One bedroom with washer/dryer, 
pet friendly. One month free rent. 
(309) 673-2252

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Very nice 2 bdrm apartment 
on East Lake for rent. Includes 
washer, dryer and dishwasher. 
Water, sewer and trash paid.  
$650 month plus deposit. Call 
217-466-8210

*** THE BOAT DOCK ***
 We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

*** Colman’s RV *** 
 We buy/consign used Campers 
& RV’s! 217-583-4023 www.
colmansrv.com

WANTED TO BUY
Freon Wanted: We pay CA$H for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-598-1758 
or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 

ILLINOIS

In Re:  The Petition Of
Leonard Eugene Waller,                

To Change Name On Birth 
Certificate

No. 2020-MR-35

NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE 
NAME ON BIRTH CERTIFICATE

STATE OF ILLINOIS  
COUNTY OF EDGAR 
 
Notice is hereby given that, on 
May 26, 2020 at 10:00 a.m., a 
hearing on a Petition will be heard, 
pursuant 735 ILCS 5/21-101, in the 
Circuit Court of the Fifth Judicial 
Circuit, Paris, Edgar County, 
Illinois, praying for a correction/
change of name on the birth 
certificate of LEONARD EUGENE 
WALLER, to show his name to 
be LEONARD EUGENE WALLER, 
instead of EUGENE LEONARD 
WALLER.

By:  Leonard Eugene Waller

E. Robert Anderson
Anderson Law Offices
1204 North Main Street
P.O. Box 10
Paris, Illinois 61944-0010
(217) 465-3535
alo@robandersonlaw.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Proposed Tariff 
Changes

Gas Service Schedule Ill. C. C. No. 2 

To the Gas Patrons of 
Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a 

Ameren Illinois:
Ameren Illinois (or Company) 
hereby gives notice to the public 
that on April 15, 2020, it filed 
with the Illinois Commerce 
Commission (ICC or Commission) 
evidence (direct testimony) 
regarding the reconciliation 
of revenues and costs under 
the Company’s Purchased Gas 
Adjustment (PGA) Rider with 
costs incurred in connection with 
the cost of gas from January 1, 
2019 through December 31, 2019.  
The evidence is applicable to Rate 
Zone I (formerly the AmerenCIPS 
service territory), Rate Zone 
II (formerly the AmerenCILCO 
service territory) and Rate Zone 
III (formerly the AmerenIP service 
territory); and may result in 

changes in its rates and charges 
with respect to gas delivery ser-
vices throughout the Company’s 
gas service territory in Illinois.  
The changes in rates and charges 
will take effect after hearings and 
after the Commission issues its 
final Order.
The Commission docketed the 
filing as Docket No. 19-1037. A 
copy of the evidence may be 
inspected at the Ameren Illinois 
offices located at 300 Liberty 
Street, Peoria, Illinois or online at 
www.icc.illinois.gov/e-docket/.
All parties interested in this matter 
may obtain information with re-
spect thereto either directly from 
Ameren Illinois or by addressing 
the Chief Clerk of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission, 527 
East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, 
Illinois 62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois

By: Richard J. Mark, President & 
CEO

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Proposed Tariff 
Changes

Electric Service Schedule Ill. C. 
C. No. 1 

To the Electric Patrons of 
Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a 

Ameren Illinois:
Ameren Illinois (or the Company) 
hereby gives notice to the public 
that on April 14, 2020, it filed 
with the Illinois Commerce 
Commission (ICC or Commission) 
proposed changes in its rates 
and charges for electric delivery 
services throughout its territory 
in Illinois pursuant to its Rider 
MAP-P, performance-based 
formula rate tariff, and updated its 
calculation of rates and charges 
per the formula rate tariff.  The 
changes are applicable to Ameren 
Illinois Rate Zones I, II and III, as 
more fully described below. The 
changes in rate schedule are 
proposed to take effect with the 
January 2021 billing period - after 
the Commission issues its final 
Order.  The Commission has up 
to 240 days to complete this pro-
ceeding and issue its final Order.

This filing conforms to Illinois 
Public Acts 097-0616, 097-0646 
and 098-0015 (the “Law”).  These 
Public Acts also require the 
Company to spend $625 million 
in electric system modernization 
investments over a 10-year period. 
This modernization will benefit 
customers and create 450 new 
jobs during the peak program 
year.  In addition, the Law requires 
the Company to meet various 
performance metrics intended to 
increase reliability, reduce outage 
durations and provide improved 
service to customers, or be sub-
ject to financial penalties.  

The proposed updated formula 
rate revenue requirement results 
in an overall annual decrease of 
$45.25 million from the electric 
revenue requirement last ordered 
by the ICC in Docket No. 19-0436. 
Proposed rates in this proceeding 
will reflect rate design changes, 
including rate uniformity among 
the same Rate Classes in different 
Rate Zones, with two exceptions. 
The Pole Charge for DS-5 lighting 
customers in Rate Zone III and 
Meter Reassignment Charge for 
certain DS-3 and DS-4 customers 
in Rate Zone I will remain indepen-
dent by Rate Zone.

For the DS-1 Residential Delivery 
Service classification, the pro-
posed decrease in electric delivery 
service and electric distribution 
tax (EDT) cost recovery revenue is 
1.9 percent.  

The rates for delivery service 
and EDT cost recovery constitute 
only a portion of the total bill 
of a customer currently taking 
bundled electric service from 
Ameren Illinois or taking supply 
service from a third-party 
supplier. The following compares 
the Company’s proposal to the 
bundled bill (delivery service 
charges that are in effect today 
and purchased power charges 
effective through May 2020) for 
residential customers: 

1) For a residential customer using 
5,000 kWh annually (or average 
of 417 kWh monthly), the effect of 
the delivery service bill changes 
being proposed by the Company 
produces an average monthly 
decrease of $1.73.
2) For a residential customer 
using 10,000 kWh annually (or 
average of 833 kWh monthly), 
the effect of the delivery service 
bill changes being proposed by 
the Company produce an average 
monthly decrease of  $0.83.
3) For a residential customer 
using 18,000 kWh per year (or 
average of 1,500 kWh monthly), 
the effect of the delivery service 
bill changes being proposed by 
the Company produce an average 
monthly increase of $0.03. 
For non-residential customers, 
the proposed changes in electric 
delivery service and EDT cost 
recovery revenue are as follows:
For DS-2, Small General Delivery 

Service, -6.6 percent decrease;
For DS-2 (Optional Charges), 
Small General Delivery Service, 
-3.5 percent decrease; 
For DS-3, General Delivery Service, 
-3.9 percent decrease;
For DS-4, Large General Delivery 
Service, -7.3 percent decrease;
For DS-5, Lighting Service, 6.1 
percent increase; and
For DS-6, Temperature Sensitive 
Delivery Service, 10.0 percent 
increase.

The Commission has docketed 
the matter as 20-0381. A copy of 
the proposed change in schedule 
may be inspected at the Ameren 
Illinois offices at 300 Liberty 
Street, Peoria, Illinois or online at 
www.icc.illinois.gov/e-docket/.

Customers should be advised 
that the Commission may alter 
or otherwise amend the rates 
or conditions of service after 
hearings are held pursuant to 83 
Ill. Adm. Code Part 200, and may 
increase or decrease individual 
rates in amounts other than those 
requested by Ameren Illinois

All parties interested in this matter 
may obtain information with re-
spect thereto either directly from 
Ameren Illinois or by addressing 
the Chief Clerk of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission, 527 
East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, 
Illinois 62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren Illinois

By: Richard J. Mark, President & 
CEO

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
 EDGAR COUNTY          PARIS, 

ILLINOIS

IN RE THE MARRIAGE OF  

JILL MALIA MARTINEZ,  
Petitioner, and LEOBARDO 
MARTINEZ MARTINEZ, 
Respondent.  

No. 2020 -D- 20

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION

Notice is hereby given to 
LEOBARDO MARTINEZ 
MARTINEZ, that a Petition for 
Dissolution of Marriage has been 
filed in the above entitled cause.

LEOBARDO MARTINEZ 
MARTINEZ is hereby served 
by Publication of this Notice.  
Unless LEOBARDO MARTINEZ 
MARTINEZ files an answer to the 
Petition in this cause or otherwise 
make an appearance in this case 
on or before May 25, 2020, a 
default judgment may be entered 
against LEOBARDO MARTINEZ 
MARTINEZ at any time after that 
day in accordance with the reme-
dies requested in the Petition for 
Dissolution of Marriage.

Angela R. Barrett
 Circuit Clerk

FRUIN & KASH
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944-1704
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213
Email:  service@fgklaw.net

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

DOUGLAS COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF UNION 
DRAINAGE DISTRICT #1 OF 
THE TOWNS OF  NEWMAN AND 
MURDOCK, and it’s  64-L-9607
SUB-DISTRICTS 1, 2, 5 and 6, 
in the Counties of Douglas, 
Champaign, Vermilion and 
Edgar and State of Illinois                                          

AMENDED DRAINAGE NOTICE 
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that on the 3rd  day of January, 
2020 the Commissioners of the 
above District and Sub-Districts 
filed a Petition with the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court of the Sixth 
Judicial Circuit, Douglas County, 
Illinois, seeking approval of an 
Agreement Between the District 
and said Sub-Districts, and 
Broadlands Wind Farm, LLC.
That the Agreement allows for 
the construction of wind turbines 
and related power transmission 
lines, over, across and through 
the rights-of-way, easements, and 
facilities of the District and said 
Sub-Districts, as applicable. The 
sole purpose of the Agreement 
is to protect the District and 
Sub-District facilities. A copy of 
said Agreement may be reviewed 
at the offices of the Petitioner’s 
counsel.  No assessments are 
requested to be levied, and no 
damages to be provided for. 
    The Petition and a copy of the 
Agreement were presented to the 
Circuit Court and by said Court ini-
tially set for hearing in Courtroom 
2, located at the Douglas County 
Courthouse, 401 S. Center St., 
Tuscola, Illinois, on the 5th day 
of May, 2020 at the hour of 9:30 
a.m.. A new hearing date and time 
has now been set, the same being 
June 2, 2020, at the hour of 2:30 
PM, before the Honorable Gary A. 
Webber, in Courtroom 2 located at 

the Douglas County Courthouse, 
401 S. Center St., Tuscola, Illinois, 
at which time and place all inter-
ested persons may appear and be 
heard upon matters concerning 
the Petition and the Agreement if 
they see fit to do so.

DATED this 24th day of April, 
2020.

 Julie Mills, Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of the Sixth Judicial 
 Circuit, Douglas County, Illinois
Prepared By:
James D. Cottrell 
James D. Cottrell Law Office, P.C.
505 West University Ave.
Suite 215
Champaign, IL 61820
(217)693-4905

ADOPTION NOTICE – STATE OF 
ILLINOIS IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
OF ILLINOIS EDGAR COUNTY         

PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN RE: THE ADOPTION 
OF MARLEY MARIE JUNE 
BAUGH and JULIAN ANDREW        
HORNBROOK minors. 

No. 2020 -AD- 5

TO: ROGER D. BAUGH, JR. and 
MICHELLE HORNBROOK

Take notice that a Petition for 
Adoption was filed in the Circuit 
Court of Edgar County, Illinois, 
for the adoption of children 
named MARLEY MARIE JUNE 
BAUGH and JULIAN ANDREW 
HORNBROOK.
Now, therefore, unless you, 
ROGER D. BAUGH, JR. and 
MICHELLE HORNBROOK, and 
all to whom it may concern, file 
your answer to the Petition in this 
cause of action or otherwise file 
your appearance therein, in said 
Circuit Court of Edgar County, in 
the Office of the Circuit Clerk, 
in the Edgar County Courthouse, 

Paris, Illinois, on or before the 
13th day of June, 2020, a default 
may be entered against you at 
any time after that day and a 
Judgment entered in accordance 
with the prayer in said Petition.

DATED this 28th day of April, 
2020.

ANGELA R. BARRETT, 
Circuit Clerk

FRUIN & KASH
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944-1704
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-463-1213
Email:  service@fgklaw.net

Notice of Public Meeting 

On Monday, May 11, 2020 at 
10:00AM, a meeting conducted 
by the Edgar County CU #6 
School District will take place 
at Chrisman High School in the 
Board office. The purpose of 
this meeting will be to discuss 
the district’s plans for providing 
special education services to 
students with disabilities who 
attend private schools and home 
schools within the district for the 
2020-21 school year. If you are 
the parent of a home-schooled 
student who has been or may be 
identified with a disability and you 
reside within the boundaries of 
the Edgar Co #6 School District, 
you are urged to attend. If you 
have further questions pertaining 
to this meeting, please contact 
Jim Acklin at 217-269-2513.

The Edgar County Emergency 
Telephone System Board is 
accepting bids for Dispatch 
Workstations. Please contact the 
9-1-1 Office at 217-465-9115 or 
911@edgarcountyillinois.com for 
bid details. Bids will be accepted 
until May 27, 2020

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

Always taking 
consignments! 

Give us a call!

Notice of Public Meeting
On Monday, May 11, 2020 at 10:00AM, a meeting 

conducted by the Edgar County CU #6 School District 
will take place at Chrisman High School in the Board 

office.  The purpose of this meeting will be to  discuss 
the district's plans for providing special education 
services to  students with disabilities  who attend 

private schools and home schools within the district 
for the 2020-21 school year. If you are the parent of 
a home-schooled student who has been or may be 
identified with a disability and you reside within the 
boundaries of the Edgar Co #6 School District, you 
are urged to attend. If you have further questions 

pertaining to this meeting, please contact 
Jim Acklin at 217- 269-2513.

Chrisman City Council Meeting will be held at 
the American Legion on May 4th @ 7:00pm. 
The City is using the larger facility due to the 
importance of Social Distancing during these 

unprecedented times. Citizens needing to 
address the council will be required to stay 

outside the building and keep the recommended 
distance of 6 feet apart per IDPH. Council will 
allow one person at a time to be brought into 

the meeting. Also, you may email your questions 
to cityofchrisman@gmail.com no later than 

6:30pm on the day of the meeting. Residents 
may also contact City Hall at 217-269-2214 to 
dictate their public comment. The Mayor will 
read comments received during the meeting. 

Turn those 
unwanted 
items into 

cash.
Sell them 

in the 
Classifieds!
They may be 
just the thing 

someone
else is

looking for.

bookkeeper@prairiepress.net
101 N. Central Ave., Paris • 217-921-3216
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Paris Branch
8964 N Terre Haute Rd • (217) 465-7641

FFBT.com

Dimond Financial, LLC
Ben Lueken, Managing Member

208 E. Jasper St., Paris IL • 217-465-8562

Get the most out 
of your 

tax return.
Tax preparation for a 

variety of needs, including:
• Individual
• Corporate 
• Partnership

• Not for Profit
• Trust and 
   Estates

A Directory of area Businesses

At Your Service

Proudly serving Paris, Clinton, 
Rockville and the entire 

Wabash Valley

(765) 832-7654
362 E. 4th St.  Clinton, IN 47842

217-465-4733

Parkway ComputersParkway Computers
402 Shaw Ave. Paris, IL 61944

Custom Built Computers
Internet Service Available
Quality Sales & Service

www.parkwaycomputers.com
parkwaycomputers2@gmail.com

KITCHENS, BATHS & MORE

(765) 832-6003
120 S. Washington St. • Clinton, IN

Take advantage of our FREE estimates and 
design service, sales and installation when 
you purchase everything from hardwoods 

to cabinets. No hidden fees!

KBMKBM

For more information about

At Your Service
A Directory of area Businesses

Contact Cliff Macke at 
217-712-0427 or

cliff@prairiepress.net

101 N. Central Ave.

3203 S 7th St  
Terre Haute, IN 47802

812-917-4364
wabashvalleyarmory@gmail.com

wabashvalleyarmory.org

Massage Massage 
by Karaby Kara

Kara Brinkerhoff
Licensed Massage Therapist

112 Andrew Street, Paris, IL
Located inside Hair Teazers

217-251-7439217-251-7439

A&R Service
“Anything from the Roof to the Sewer”

PARIS, ILLINOIS
Full service contractor, 

electrical, plumbing repairs, 
security cams, computers, 

Wi-Fi help upgrades.
32 Years Experience - Many references

217-251-8354 

2120 S. Main St. • Paris, IL

POOLS & SPASIntegrityIntegrity
•  Bullfrog Spas  •  Bioguard Chemicals•  Bullfrog Spas  •  Bioguard Chemicals

•  Sales  •  Service  •  Spa Chemicals  
•  Computerized Water Analysis

(217) 465-8484
www.d-isupply.com 

327 N. Central St.  217-466-5511
Parts, Sales & Service

Authorized dealer for 

Gravely Mowers
FREE pick-up & delivery for tune-ups

A&R Service
electrical, plumbing repairs, AC repair, water heaterstoilets, doors, security system

s

power washing, WiFi, technology/computer, decks
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251-8354 • hmfic818@gmail.com

If you’re looking for 
quick oil change 
come in anytime 
and jump in line.

(217) 712-2793   
1708 S. Main, Paris

We work on all 
Makes and Models
Domestic • European • Japanese • German

We sell and install carpet, vinyl, 
hardwood/laminate floors and vinyl tile. 
CARPET CLEANING NOW AVAILABLE

Call for an appointment
(217) 948-5555

750 West Illinois Rt. 16 • Kansas, IL

Gopher Gopher 
ExcavatingExcavating

(217) 463-1083
15624 US HWY 150 • Paris, IL

Site work, foundations, footings, 
grade work, drainage, tiling, 

demolition

• 100% Hand Wash

• Exterior, Interior, 
   Vacuum, tires

• Wax Sealants 
   Available

• Shampoo Seats/
   Carpet Cleaning

• Plastic Protection 
   & Cleaning

Schedule your 
appointment

TODAY!

Doctors, Nurses & First 
Responders for taking care of our community!
Also, to the essential workers, and the school 

districts for feeding our students!

called or for how long. 
Draper created a crude 

electronic box to play the 
tones making it easier. They 
explored the Bell network of 
trunks and switches across 
the globe.  A favorite trick 
was placing a call from one 

dorm room out connecting 
city after city until they had 
circled the world several 
times and finally ring the 
phone in the room next door.

Underground rumors got 
the attention of a young high 
school grads Steve Jobs and 
his electronic genius friend 
Steve Wozniak. They made 
the trip in Job’s VW micro-
bus to seek out the group.

In an early trial, Wozniak 
placed a call to the Vatican, 
where impersonating Henry 
Kissinger, he asked to speak 
to the Pope so he could con-
fess. The ‘Woz’ proceeded to 
make the best blue-box tone 

simulator yet. This is when 
Jobs learned he had a gift. 
He had a vision for capturing 
the imagination, a knack for 
attracting gifted engineers 
who he could then drive to 
perfection. His greatest asset 
of all was understanding how 
to monetize the projects. He 
was the first to start selling 
blue-boxes, which created 
seed money for Apple Com-
puter.

Understanding how 
the phone network func-
tioned was the springboard 
to building routers and 
more efficient algorithms 
for moving data between 

computers. Dorm room 
parties grew into the Home 
Brew Computer Club, and 
then the founding of a new 
Silicon Valley. 

Today, trapped in our 
home we can effortlessly vid-
eo conference anywhere as 
long as we can get a connec-
tion into the Internet.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MATTOON — The fed-
eral Coronavirus Aid, Re-
lief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act has allocated 
funding to colleges and uni-
versities — including Lake 
Land College — to provide 
emergency financial aid 
grants to students for ex-
penses related to the disrup-
tion of campus operations 
due to coronavirus.

CARE Act will provide relief to college students
Eligible expenses are those 

included under a student’s 
cost of attendance such as 
food, housing, course mate-
rials, technology, healthcare 
and childcare.

Lake Land College will 
be accepting applications 
for emergency financial aid 
grants from students who 
are currently enrolled in the 
Spring 2020 semester who 
completed the Free Appli-
cation for Federal Student 

Aid (FAFSA) process as per 
guidelines issued by the U.S. 
Department of Education. 
These students may submit 
a request via the Laker Hub 
for emergency funds up 
to $1,000 regardless of the 
amount of financial aid pre-
viously awarded.

CARES grants will also 
be available again for stu-
dents enrolling in Summer 
2020 who have completed a 
2019-2020 FAFSA. The ap-

plication for summer grants 
will be available June 1, so 
students enrolling in Sum-
mer courses still have time 
to complete their 2019-2020 
FAFSA.

Lake Land College is also 
slated to receive additional 
funding through the CARES 
Act for institutional expens-
es. The college is waiting for 
guidance from the Depart-
ment of Education regarding 
how those funds can be used.

schoolgirls, the mechanism 
by scientists.

A total of 9,300 were 
launched. As far as we know, 
342 were observed or found 
in the U.S., mostly in West 
Coast states. Some appeared 
in Alaska, some in Mexico 
and Canada. Some landed as 
far east as Iowa and Michigan. 
Seventeen states were affect-
ed. U.S. fighter planes shot 
down fewer than 20, because 
they were unable to fly high 
or fast enough to reach most 
of those sighted.

Japanese propaganda boast-
ed to its homeland population 
that Fu-Go balloons had 
caused great fires and inflicted 
10,000 casualties. In reality, 
the Japanese only knew of 
one that was reported in 
Nebraska. Most apparently 
landed in the Pacific.

The U.S. government was 
effective in keeping the sta-
tistics secret, mainly fearing 
if the Japanese felt successful, 
they would launch germ 
warfare via the jet stream. 
At first, it was believed the 
balloons were launched from 
submarines along our West 
Coast. Some suggested the 

balloons were coming from 
Japanese-American intern-
ment camps in California. 
But sandbags were used in the 
balloons, and geologists de-
termined the sand was from 
Japanese beaches.

The one incident causing 
casualties occurred 68 miles 
northeast of Klamath Falls, 
Oregon. A minister and his 
pregnant wife were trans-
porting five kids, ages 13-14, 
to a picnic site. The minister 
stopped to chat with a road 
worker while the wife and 
Sunday School kids walked 
up the road to sightsee.  

They discovered a balloon 

which had landed by the road 
a few hours earlier. Curiosity 
caused them to look closely. 
A bomb exploded and killed 
them all. A marker is there to 
this day. Several museums in 
different states contain relics 
from some of the balloons.

We know much about the 
jet stream nowadays. It is of-
ten displayed on TV weather 
summaries. Meteorologists 
issue many forecasts based on 
its ever-moving location.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – The Il-
linois Department on Aging 
(IDoA) has launched a new 
website that includes easy-to-
access contact information 
for providers, links to social 
media newsfeeds, IDoA pro-
gram and service information 
and enhanced search capabili-
ties that pinpoints services.

The revamped website for 
the Illinois Department on 
Aging can be viewed at www.
illinois.gov/aging.

“This new site gives our 
agency a virtual facelift,” 
said Paula Basta, Director 
of IDoA. “This upgrade will 
make it easier for older Illi-
noisans, their family members 
and members of our aging 
network to access the infor-
mation they need to support 
today and plan for tomorrow.”

Specifically, changes to 
IDoA’s website will allow the 
public to more easily:
Access providers and 

services through advanced 
search features, and the use 
of an interactive map on our 
Provider Profile
Examine what older 

family members, friends, and 
neighbors need to know, and 
how to manage the struggles 
of social isolation during the 
COVID-19 pandemic
Check on the status of 

Benefit Access Applications
Search for essential doc-

uments needed through the 
Partner Portal

IL Department on 
Aging revamps website

Learn more about of-
fice programs and services, 
including Benefit Access, 
the Community Care 
Program and our Senior 
Health Insurance Program
Contact the Senior 

HelpLine, Adult Protec-
tive Services Hotline, and 
office staff

Created in 1973, IDoA 
strives for efficient and ef-
fective access to services 
that prevent premature 
nursing facility placement 
and maximizes the state’s 
nearly 2.7 million older 
adults’ ability to remain as 
independent as possible 
within their community. 

Now, more than ever, 
IDoA, the 13 Area Agen-
cies on Aging and 46 Care 
Coordination Units want 
older Illinoisans to know 
that they are not alone. The 
Aging Network is working 
around the clock to en-
sure the services provid-
ed - specifically the home 
delivered meals program 
that our seniors depend 
on - will not be interrupted 
during this ongoing situa-
tion. 

If an older family mem-
ber, friend or neighbor is 
in need of any kind of assis-
tance, the IDoA is there to 
help. More information is 
available at the website or 
by contacting contact the 
Senior HelpLine, 800-252-
8966 (hearing impaired 
call 888-206-1327).

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216


	A001 PP050220
	A002 PP050220
	A003 PP050220
	A004 PP050220
	A005 PP050220
	A006 PP050220
	A007 PP050220
	A008 PP050220
	B001 PP050220
	B002 PP050220
	B003 PP050220
	B004 PP050220
	B005 PP050220
	B006 PP050220
	B007 PP050220
	B008 PP050220

